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“AMERICAN THROUGH AND THROUGH.” ‘The Continental, in my judgment, is the one 


“great Company to which a loyal agent can pin 


“his faith and never be disappointed. It never 
“writes over its agents’ heads, and to an agent 


“who has proven his worth I do not know any 


“company that will do so much and I do not be- 
s a “lieve there is one. 


“Another strong point is that the management 


CONTINENTAL BUILDING, 46 CEDAR ST., N. Y. ‘is not vacillating. They know what they want 
“and what lines they will write, and if an agent 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT: ‘‘will take the trouble to find this out his path is 
‘straight and easy. It does not plunge one 
Rialto Building, - #£ # Chicago, Ilis. || “year and curtail the next.’ 
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Cooper ; 
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OF DAYTON, O. 








1829. 1898. 
coe ik: **OLDEST IN THE WEST.”’ _ 


INCINNATH coves" 
COMPANY...... 
Resident Agents in the Principal Cities of Ohio. 
| 


R. T. BONSALL, Pres. L. L. TOWNLEY, Sec’y. P. W.CADMAN, Gen. Agt. 


W. P. CALLAHAN, C. D. MEap, CuHAs. W. SCHENK, 


President. Vice-President. Secretary. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Columbia | Cincinnati Underwriters 
| COMPOSED OF 
EUREKA SECURITY 
INSURANCE COMPANY Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company. 


ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 
OF DAYTON, | CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. | CAPITAL $150,000. ASSETS $271,759. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 
CONFINES ITS BUSINESS TO OHIO. COMBINED STATEMENT. 
Capital $250,000. Assets $561,941. Surplus $378,109. 
E. M. THRESHER, O. I. GUNCKEL, 
. 3 F. A. ROTHIER, President 
President. Secretary. 


ADAM BENUS, Secretary. Cincinnati, Ohio. 


TEUTONIA = FRANKLIN 283%" 


Fire Insurance Company, 





COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
OF DAYTON, OHIO. 


| WRITING A GENERAL BUSINESS THROUGHOUT OHIO. 


ASSETS, ° ° ° ‘ , ‘ - $517,726.46 


LIABILITIES (including Re-insurance Fund), 81,585.90 Agents Wanted in First-Class 
NET SURPLUS, ‘ ‘ , : ; . 336,136.56 Unoccupied Towns. 

ree de | P. HunTINGTON, Pres. H. C. BANCROFT, H. O’KAngE, Sec’y. 
EDWARD PAPE, President. T. A. LEGLER, Vice-Pres't. J. LINXWEILER. JR., Sec’y. Vice-President. 





48. 


Sec’y. 





3 





Zhe , : 


Every OTHER THURSDAY. 

$2.00 Per YEAR. 15 Cents Per Copy 
E. JAY WOHLGEMUTH, Epitor. 

THE OHIO UNDERWRITER CO., Publishers, 


AETNA BUILDING, 413 Vine STREET, CINCINNATI. 





ENTERED AT THE CINCINNAT! POST OFFICE AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER. 








LIFE INSURANCE EXPENSE. 

The present agitation of the question of ex- 
pense in life insurance, it is believed, will finally 
bring about the adoption of some measures 
which will have a considerable effect in reduc- 
ing the ratio. It is generally admitted that the 
present expense is too high, and that the extra 
expense comes almost entirely from the agency 
or new business department. The items of ad- 
vances and bonuses are probably larger factors 
in the expense which is due to extravagance, 
than all the others. These are the real causes 
for the vast amount of bogus business which is 
put on the books of many companies every year. 
We refer to advances by the company to general 
agents and ‘‘executive specials”’ particularly. 
General agents aré furnished with unlimited 
backing, and are then induced, by every means 
available, to push for a tremendous business. 
Given ample rope, they at once proceed to hang 
themselves. They pay more for their business 
than they can afford to pay. They negotiate 
paper for agents against their better judgment, 
and in short do things which they ought not to 
do, and would not do were they not encouraged 
by the home office. By and by the home calls for 
an accounting, and the general agent is frequent- 
ly frozen out, and helplessly leaves the company 
largely in its debt. ‘The company has not only 
lost a good agent, but has sacrificed a consider- 
able amount of its policyholders’ money. 

It is hoped that the statement that the Mutual 
Life is about to abolish its ‘‘ executive special 
department ”’ is true, and that the system wiil 
also be abolished by other companies operating 
it. Most of these executive special agents are 
furnished with unlimited resources with which 
to get business. It is said that a guarantee of 
$10,000 a year has frequently been paid these 
princely fellows. An instance was cited the 
other day where one “‘lightning”’’ special, well- 
known, had drawn a thousand dollars a month 
for six months without writing an application. 
There certainly must be great losses on some of 
these men. 

A prominent life insurance president made 
the statement recently that he believed the large 
companies would soon take radical steps 
towards reducing the expense. He said he be- 
lieved these would be nothing less than the 
formation of a gigantic combination of the 
large companies, and the abolishment of the 
commission system altogether. As he outlined 
the plan, the companies would amalgamate, and 
appoint a collector on a salary in each city, who 
would make the collections for all the compa- 
nies. There would be practically no personal 
solicitation for new business, but it would be 
expected that people who wanted insurance 
would apply for it at the office. The fact that 
a tremendous amount of expense would be 
saved, it is held, would influence people to take 
out their insurance with the combination com- 
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pany, even against the arguments of agents for 
smaller companies, which naturally could not 
produce anything like as good results, with their 
expensive system. The strong point in fraternal 
insurance is that there is practically no expense 
attached to it, the societies being even exempt 
| from taxes, and it is no doubt true that if the 
fraternal societies were on a legal reserve basis, 
it would be utterly impossible to successfully 
compete with them. The point is made that if 
| this plan should even be adopted by the leading 
| old-line companies, the other companies would 
be forced to join the movement, as they could 
| not exist outside. 

While it seems entirely improbable that this 
plan should ever be brought into operation, it 
certainly is not entirely without its desirable 
features, from a policy holder's view-point. 

A FEW GOOD OPENINGS. 

If certain companies scheduled to hand in 
their resignations to the Western Union shortly, 
do so, we fear there will be almost a wholesale 
resignation on the part of their Ohio special 


agents. It is impossible to conceive how some 


+ of them could so lose their dignity as to travel 


for anon-union company, and if their companies 
withdraw, in preservation of their dignity, there 
will be but the one recourse for them. Appli- 
cations to fill these prospective vacancies may 
be addressed to the ‘‘Wanted”’ editor of the OHIO 
UNDERWRITER. 


A CHANCE FOR MISSIONARY EFFORT. 

The Continental has issued to its agents circu- 
lars relating what has been done in the matter 
of forming a tariff association in New York and 
what position it has taken. Seven years ago it 
refused to become a member because the asso- 
ciation refused to prohibit overhead writing. 
That association broke up last May. In Sep- 
tember a section was adopted for a proposed 
form of agreement for a tariff association, which 
provided that members should not write over 
their counters in violation of the rules of the 
local board where the risk was located. Since 
then strong opposition has developed to this 


| section, and Vice-President Evans appeals to 


agents to urge their other companies to insist 
upon a rule protecting local agency business and 
also recommending that they form local boards 
where the laws do not prevent. 

The ethics of some fire insurance companies 
passes understanding. By what rules of justice a 
company appoints an agent in one territory and 
then pays another man brokerage to take the 
cream of his business away from him is not 
clear to ordinary mortals. Neither is it clear 
why agents continue to favor such companies 
when other companies, conducted on lines that 
are respectable, frequently go begging. If 
agents who feel that there is something wrong 
in the present condition of the business—and 
there are few who do not—will turn their busi- 
ness to companies that respect their rights and 
away from those that do not, they can do a 
perinanent good to the members of their craft. 


MEVER.—E. J. Meyer, license clerk of the 
Insurance Department at Columbus, has re- 
turned from Porto Rico where he went with 

| the Fourth O. V. I., being a corporal in Co. A 

| of that regiment. He was given a hearty wel- 

| come by his associates in the Department, and 
when mustered out will be given back his old 
place. He isa very popular and bright young 

| man, and evidently kept his eyes and ears open 
while in Porto Rico, as he kept a diary from 
the time he left the United States until his re- 

| turn, and brings back with him twelve dozen 
photographs taken by himself with a camera he 
carried all through the campaign. 





THE LATEST ENDOWSIENT SCHEME. 


It Is a Combination of the Plans of the 
* Louisiana Lottery” and “Iron Hall,” 
and Claims to Be Based on 
Old Line Endowment 
Life Insurance. 


There are three concerns in Cincinnati which 
have caused quite a little interest in life insur- 


ance circles. They are not properly insurance 


| companies, but they claim to have adopted their 


system from the old-line endowment insurance 
plans. 

The plan, simply, is to return about three dol- 
lars for two. The companies issue bonds to run 
a certain length of time, usually about three 
years, and they are paid for on the installment 
plan, by the month, After a certain number of 
weeks the bondholder has the option of with- 
drawing and getting his money back with 8 per 
cent. interest. If he carries the bond to matur- 
ity he makes a handsome profit, and, as the 
company claims, about as much as he would 
realize from an endowment life insurance pol- 
icy, but really much more, That is the invest- 
ment part of the bond, and in any event he has 


| a “cinch”? on a good profit unless he drops out 





| of proper exercise. 


before the bond acquires a surrender value. In 
addition to this, he stands a chance of dying, 
and if he should be so lucky, he would get his 
bond matured at once. That is, he does not 
actually die, but it is all the same to the com- 
pany, as instead of paying the bonds of those 
who do really would be done in 
endowment insurance, it works a lottery scheme 
and pays to those who draw the prize numbers. 
As there are only as many prize numbers as the 
mortality tables show there would be deaths, it 
is plain that the system is ‘‘ just as safe and 
legitimate as endowment insurance.” The 
companies explain that they make these enor- 
mous profits the same as insurance companies 
do, through lapses, 


die, as 


They also claim to have 
especial facilities for handling money, which 
really we are not prepared to dispute. 

The concerns, the Germania, National, and 
Inter-State Investment Companies, have been 
organized to supply a doubly long-felt want. 
This on the part both of their managers and the 
public. Since the Iron Hall, the Louisiana 
Lottery and kindred public beneficences reached 
their eternal resting places simultaneously with 
the end of their active usefulness, their mourn- 
ers have been practically without consolation 
of any kind. On account of the stringency 
of the State laws and the unlimited capacity of 
the States’ abiding places for criminals, Bar- 
num’s maxim of a sucker born every minute 
bade fair to become a dead letter through lack 
The law of demand and 
supply was getting rusty at its front end. 
Before the philanthropists who operate the in- 
vestment concerns appeared on the scene, there 
was danger of Mr. Barnum’s favorites losing their 
identity. This is now past, however, by the 
advent of the Germania, National, and Inter- 
State Bond Companies, and we believe one other 
has recently entered the field. 

In the first place, let it be remembered, these 
companies are conducted legally, There is 
nobody who can look the law in the eye 
with a clearer, steadier gaze than they. It 
is said that if any of them should feel the prick- 
ings of its conscience, it is the Germania. The 
Germania did not treat the law right, if reports are 
true, and consequently its gaze would probably 
be a little less clear than the gaze of its sister- 
companies. T7hey did their full duty. After 
the law had treated the bond companies right, 
and had given them a legal standing, it is said the 
Germania refused to bear the assessment of 
$3,000 levied upon it as its share of the expense. 
Of course the law had to be coddled, and 
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tickled, and chucked under the chin, and all 
this cost money. 
At any rate the bond companies were finally 


| 


reorganized and a law was passed legalizing | 


them on their complying with certain require- 
ments, the chief one of which was that each 
shou d deposit $25,000 with the State of Ohio as 
‘*a guarantee of good faith.’’ Most everybody 
thinks the managers or stockholders put up this 
money to show their abiding faith in the science 
of their plan. They do have an abiding faith in 
the science of their plan, but their plan is not 
what the bondholders think it is. Conse- 
quently, rather than put up the money on a 
misunderstanding they preferred not to put it 
up atall. While all tue concerns claim capital 
stocks for various large amounts, nobody knows 
where the money is. One would think that the 
law as to the deposit would have presented as 
good an opportunity as any to use some of this 
‘‘ capital,’ but the stockholders evidently had 
a better place for it. Instead, they used the 


accumulated money of the bondholders for the | 


deposit, and yet they proceeded to advertise the 
deposit by the company of $25,000 *‘ for the 
security of the bondholders.’’ The Germania, 
for instance, at the time the law went in force, 
had a fund of about $ 6,000 accumulated. It 
needed $9,000 more, and as the monthly receipts 
exceeded $2,000 the backers took chances on 
the concern lasting four months, and advanced 


the $9,000, to be repaid as fast as the money | 


came in, 
To understand fully how the organization of 
these companies could fill a long-felt want on 


the part of their managers, it is necessary to | 


state what the managers get out of it. 


In the | 


first place, they handle the money. To men not | 


used to this, this is something. 
ever. 


Not all, how- 
When a bond company is organized it is 
the custom for the officers to subscribe for the 
first few hundred bonds. We neglected to say 
the directors may call in and pay bonds when- 
ever they see fit, in advance of the guaranteed 
maturity. This naturally takes care of the re- 
ceipts for quite a time. The initiation fee, or 
preliminary payment, goes to the agent. The 
management get a commission of 1624 per cent- 
of all collections. Another 1674 per cent,, we 
believe, goes into an emergency fund. Then of 
course there is the mortality, a /a lottery, to 
provide for. Altogether it is very improbable 
that over 50 per cent. of the payments is 
actually saved up to mature the bonds at the 
end of the three years! Three years is a long 
time to some people, and the managers of 
the bond companies doubtless feel that they can 
do a lot of good in that time. It is estimated 
that each of these concerns will take in at least 
$200,000 before the crash comes at the end of 
three years. There is no assessment clause in 
their contracts, when they come to the end of 
their cash on hand they strike bedrock and 
split. Nothing can be done, the law can hardly 
be repealed, and the people cannot be made to 
see they are the victims of shrewd manipulators. 
The bond companies are fakes, yes! but who is 
going to take the trouble to tell their patrons 
they are being flim-flammed ? 

MONROSE. — Many compliments are being 
heard in field circles on the work of Special 
Agent John G. Monrose of the Continental in 
connection with the handling of the delicate 
matter of the Dow-Snell salvage. Mr. Monrose, 
as the moving spirit in the investigation, occu- 
pied a difficult position, which he sustained with 
entire credit to himself. The committee which 
had the matter in charge also did excellent 
work, and in fact all the proceedings were con- 
ducted impartially and faithfully. Asa result, 
the Western Salvage Wrecking Agency, while 
shown to have handled the Dow-Snell salvage 
honestly, will doubtless make some impor- 
tant changes in its system. 





SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 
WESTERN UNION RECAPITULATION. 

The situation in union circles is still critical. 
This is evidenced by the appeal that President 
Cram makes direct to the members, which he 
has sent under seal tothem. In it he calls at- 
tention to the seriousness of the problems that 
confront the organization. He states that only 
heroic co-operation will save the organization. 
He calls upon the members to sacrifice personal 
interests for the good of the business. He asks 
five pertinent questions whose replies he desires 
to be obligatory along the line of co-operation 
as to rules and rates. This document, sent in all 
secrecy, is attracting considerable notice from 
those on the inside. The usual routine goes on 
as formerly. On the surface there is nothing to 
create anxiety, save, perhaps, the resignations 
that have followed each other with a rapidity 
that has given the Union a shock. It is the 
opinion among the best thinking men of the 
Union that it will survive without a doubt. 
They think that it will get down in member- 
ship to where it was before the memorable Sar- 
atoga meeting and then stop. The plant is too 
valuable to be disrupted. It would take years 
and years to get another of the same character. 

++ +e 

Of all the resignations, that of the Northern 
Assurance carries the greatest weight. First, 
because Mr. Lermit has always been a union 
man, and his company has been identified with 
its interests all along, and then it is a general 
agency company, and has a good business every- 
where. In the case of Goodwin, Hall & Hen- 
shaw, their business is almost all confined to the 
large cities. The Union has legislated itself 
away from that firm. It has no interest to 
speak of in the rural communities. All the firm 
asks is some regulation in the large cities, some 
limit as to compensation. Weed & Kennedy’s 
companies are, to a degree, similar to) Goodwin, 
Hall & Henshaw’s, but then they come in 
among the recruits. The Prussian National 
resignation has been misunderstood. Manager 
Letton withdrew solely on account of non-union 
competition. Before the Saratoga meeting he 
was naturally affiliated with the non-union com- 
panies, his real competitors, while his personal 
associations were largely union. He was once 
a union member, and withdrew at the time of 
the Louisville meeting, when the Continental 
and Connecticut retired. When Mr. Letton 
tried to get his agents to a 15 per cent basis, he 
found it was a hard task. He was in non-union 
agencies, and those that did not join the Union 
still maintained their old commission arrange- 
ments. He thought the Union would continue 
to make an aggressive fight against the out- 
siders, but they have not. Mr. Letton, there- 
fore, has been handicapped. The Saratoga re- 
cruits came into the organization on the distinct 
understanding that certain action was to be 
taken. This has not been done. Perhaps it 
could not be accomplished. At any rate the 
Saratoga recruits have waited as long as they 
cared to and are going out. No blame can be 
attached to them for their resignations. 

++ oa 

In general it can be truthfully said that there 
is better co-operation in the Union than there 
has been. That is, the well known companies 
that have not co-operated in the past, are more 
loyal. The trouble is there are exasperating 
outbreaks in other directions. Considerable in- 
terest was felt in the recent visit of Vice-Presi- 
dent Washburn, of the Home, to Chicago. It 
can be stated that the members of the governing 
committee were pleased with the attitude Mr. 
Washburn has taken during this visit. ' What- 
ever criticism has been heaped on Mr. Wash- 








burn in the past, no one has ever known him to 
fight in the dark and stab from behind. He has 
his own views and they are all well known. 
Members know exactly where to find him. It is 
for the union members and not outsiders to say 
whether he is justified in his refusal to send 
dailies through compact offices in anti-compact 
states. It is the evasive, tricky, ambiguous, 
diplomatic, and sly members that have really 
caused the greatest disgust. The trouble with 
the Western Underwriters’ Association has been 
sifted by the governing committee, and the case 
has been placed in the hands of President 
Cram. 
++ ++ 
THE ‘INSIDE’ ON CHICAGO. 

The Chicago situation is critical, but the 
board will hold together unless some radical 
and sudden defection takes place. The younger 
element, headed by Clarence S. Pellet, C. M. 
Nichols, H. J. Ullmann, W. S. Herrick, C. M. 
Rogers, C. P. Whitney, and others, is deter- 
mined to hold the organization together. They 
have succeeded in getting representative local 
men together in an informal way at dinners at 
the Chicago Athletic Club, where the situation 
is discussed. In this way, the agents who are 
not in any way interested outside of Cook 
county, are allied together. One source of 
friction in the Chicago board is the general 
agency membership. The western managers 
can afford to pay more for business in the 
suburban field than can the purely local agents. 
Many of these are appointing all sorts of men 
as agents in the suburbs. These outside agents 
are members of the board and are known as 
Class No. 3. Their commission, fixed by the 
board, is 15 and 25 per cent. Many of the man- 
agers are paying more than that. Further, the 
Cook county special agents are turning business 
through the Class 3 agents that the down town 
agents think they should control themselves. 
This preferred business is causing considerable 
difficulty, and is continually creating friction 
between the local and the general agents. The 
Class 3 men are not allowed to write or place 
down town business, and yet the special com- 
mittee of nine, dealing with the Chicago situa- 
tion, finds case after case where this is done. It 
is acknowledged that sacrifices will have to be 
made, both by the general and local agents, in 
meeting the problems. Personal concessions 
and compromises are all that will hold the board 
together. 

++ ++ 
M'CORMICK HARVESTER Co. 

Quite a little ripple was caused in Chicago 
over the large line of the McCormick Harvester 
Co. It is placed through the office of R. S. 
Critchell & Co. by Chief Clerk Drake of that 
agency. Mr. Critchell tried to get the board to 
reduce the rate to 25 cents, as an allowance for 
automatic sprinklers. The executive committee 
refused to do this. Then the Critchell agency 
applied for a competitive rate. The committee 
declined to make this, but put the rate at 40 
cents. The committee vote stood five to five. 
President Teall voted against the competitive 
rate in the deciding vote. The fact was at once 
conveyed to Mr. Critchell, who, in turn, in- 
formed the McCormick people how President 
Teall voted. It so happens that C. H. McCor- 
mick is a strong friend of Mr. Teall’s, and at 
once he was interrogated as to his vote. Presi- 
dent Teall was greatly incensed at Mr. Critch- 
ell’s action, he terming it an inexcusable breach 
of professional courtesy. It was then deter- 
mined to ascertain what member of the com- 
mittee divulged the information. Suspicion 
points to two men. It is stated that Mr. Critch- 
ell has controlled their votes in the meetings. 
Such outbreaks as this in Chicago do not augur 
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for good. They develop into personal fights and 
work no end of harm. 
an + 
OHIO WILL WAIT. 

The large cities committee of the Union met 
in Chicago a few days ago in conjunction with 
the special committee of nine that is investigat- 
ing the condition of affairs in this city. The 
former committee only assumed an advisory 
role. Cincinnati and Cleveland will 


taken up until next year. The St. Louis board 


not be | 


has passed the legislation adopted by the large | 


cities committee, which will go into effect Jan- 
uary 1. As Chicago is under discussion, the 
committee does not feel that it should take any 
more responsibility on its hands at present. 
Saad ++ 
SOME CHANGES MAY OCCUR. 

It is reported that some changes may soon 

occur in Chicago general agency circles. There 


is an agitation going on among some of the 


foreign companies that may cause an upheaval 


in their western departments. 


+4 ++ 


NON-INTERCOURSE RULE. 


Considerable interest is being taken in the | 


non-intercourse rule that was passed by the 
Union. So far the only results have been the 
admission of the Franklin of Columbus to mem- 
bership, and the withdrawal of the Commercial 
Union and Royal from Goodwin, Hall & Hen- 
shaw’s agency. It is learned that Secretary 
Dudley of the governing committee has been 
quietly corresponding with some of the compa- 
nies of the three agencies of Chicago affected by 
the rule, R. S. Critchell & Co., R. W. Hosmer 
& Co. and W. E. Rollo & Son. The first named 
has the general agency of the Teutonia of New 
Orleans and State of Pennsylvania; the second, 
the Mercantile and American of Boston; the 
third, the Girard. Mr. Critchell informs the 
governing committee that he will follow Union 
rules and rates. There may be difficulty in agi- 
tating the question in the other agencies. The 
Royal and Commercial are demanding that the 
rule be impartially enforced. 
++ +e 

There is a decided difference of opinion as to 
the advisability of the companies taking shares 
of stock in the Western Salvage and Wrecking 
Agency. The meeting called by the twelve 
managers was very slimly attended. Mr. Gans 


submitted his proposition and a committee con- | 


sisting of I. S. Blackwelder of the Niagara, T. 
W. Eustis of the Manchester, Law Bros. of the 
Royal, R. S. Critchell of the Teutonia of New 
Orleans, J. M. Neuberger of the Atlas, H. H. 
Heaford of the Phoenix of Hartford, W. M. Be- 
ment of the Home, was appointed to consider 
the details of {he proposition, take an inventory 
of Mr. Gans’ stock and draw up a prospectus to 
submit to the companies for approval. Mr. Gans 
suggests capital stock of $250,000. He places 
the plant as $50,000 stock, and then suggests 


that he take $50,0U0 additional. The committee | 


will investigate the worth of the plant and the 
profits that Mr. Gans claims he has made. It is 


certain the companies will not enter any such | 


arrangement unless they can control it. 


Some | 


charters will not allow the companies to invest | 


in that sort of thing. It is a debatable question 


whether companies should engage in such an | 


enterprise. It seems to the laity to be an un- 
wise procedure. There will always be a tempta- 
tion to swing business to that agency, when it 
might be better to allow some other course to be 
taken. 
will ever come to a materialization. 


It is very doubtful if the proposition | 
In the | 


opinion of a great number, insurance companies 


should be divorced from everything of the kind. 


Undoubtedly in a number of instances managers | 


could have better served the interests of their 
companies if they had not been interested in 


the Western Adjustment and Inspection Com- 
pany. And yet there is another point to be 
considered. It is a question if western depart- 
ments should not take advantage of every op- 
portunity to strengthen their positions as de- 
partments, and this they can best do by taking 
a hand in just such enterprises. 
more important, 


permanency. 


—+ ++ 


GERMAN AND THE UNION. 


It makes them | 
and helps guarantee them 


What course the German of Freeport, and the | 


Western Underwriters which is closely allied to 
it, will follow as regards the Western Insur- 
ance Union is a matter of speculation. The 
German is not believed to be nearly as strong in 
its allegiance to the organization as it once was, 
and the fact that all its Illinois neighbors have 
withdrawn will probably not serve to strengthen 
the connection. As to the Western Underwrit- 
ers, it is said there is some friction and Secretary 
Feiler is quoted as saying he hardly knew 
whether he was a member or not. The action 
of the two companies will be watched for with 
interest. 


NEW SALVAGE SYSTEM. 


“Seotch Verdict” of Dow-Snell Committee 
on Gans Investigation Gives New Impe- 
tus to Proposed ¢ hanges. 

It is practically assured that the insurance 
companies will in the future handle their own 
salvage by means of an incorporated company, 
the stock of which will be held by leading 
companies. It is probable that the Western 
Salvage Wrecking Agency plant will be utilized 
and the present employes and Managers Samuel 
and Leopold Gans be installed in their present 
respective positions under the new arrange- 
ment. The Gans people are anxious that this 
be brought about, and the insurance interests 
generally are in favor of it. Gans last week 
submitted his proposition to the companies. It 
is to incorporate the Western Salvage Wrecking 
Agency with a capital of a quarter of a mi.lion 
in shares of $100 each. Mr. Gans agrees to 
turn in his plant and good will in return for 
$50,'00 of the stock. He also agrees to sub- 
scribe for $50,000 stock additional and pay cash 
for it He proposes that the rest of the stock 
be purchased in equal amounts by fifty insur- 
ance companies. Mr. Gans would continue as 
manager and would agree that the stock would 
pay at least ten per cent interest annually. It 


is certainly true that if the arrangement should | 
not be made and the companies should start a | 


a salvage company independent of Gans, his 
business so far as insurance salvage is concerned, 
would be greatly reduced. 
THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 
The committee who conducted the investiga- 
tion into the Dow-Snell salvage have finally 
published the report. It is a voluminous 


pamphlet of 51 pages, and on the whole it isa | 


very interesting document, though it shows the 


committee has by no means followed all the | 


‘“Jeads’? to their natural conclusion. It was, 
however, a most difficult matter to handle, and 
the committee on the whole acquitted them- 
selves in a very satisfactory manner. Nothing 
but the hotel and transportation bills were 
charged to the companies, each member of the 
committee doing his work without pay, as did 
Mr. Monrose, who was not on the committee 
but who gave a great deal of time and thought 
to the work. 
SCOTCH VERDICT. 

The committee’s conclusions as shown in the 
report are practically a ‘‘Scotch verdict’’ so far 
as the wrecking agency is concerned. 


While | 


no charges of irregularities were made, yet | 


the large discrepancies in the figures furnished 


' 


by the wrecking agency to the companies as 
compared to those secured by the companies 
through private channels, led to the inference 
that if they were not explained charges of 
irregularities would be in order. The business 
of the committee was to give the wrecking 
agency an opportunity to make these explana- 
tions. The committee in their report practically 
relieve the wrecking agency of any suspicion 
of wrongdoing, though they do not hesitate to 
critizise some of the methods of the agency 
and also some of the expense charges for hand- 
ling the salvage, which they feel Gans should 
stand out of the liberal commission paid him, 
instead of charging them to the companies in his 
expense account. Some of the explanations 
given by the agency were plainly not satisfac- 
tory to the committee, and were in several cases 
rather obscure. The committee call attention 
to the point made by Mr. Gans that the salvage 
was necessarily handled with haste, and that 
his idea was to devote all his time and attention 
to saving as much of the goods as possible; he 
thus naturally did not spend much time keeping 
track of the various lots, or checking exactly as 
to what part went to the ‘‘dump’’ as useless. 
The committee tried to make due allowances 
for the conditions under which the stock was 
handled, but it appears the agency is still open 
to considerable criticism. 
CLAIMS CHARGES UNWARRANTED. 

From the companies’ standpoint charges in 
his expense account to them were frequently 
exorbitant, and sometimes unwarranted, as they 
should have been borne by Gans himself under 
the understanding with him at the time he se- 
cured the salvage. For instance, there was the 
cold storage charge for perishable goods at 
Chicago amounting to $1,114 which it was felt 
Gans should have paid himself. He secured 
the salvage at Toledo at a higher commission 
than that bid by others on the ground that his 
facilities in Chicago for handling were better; 
yet in this case he charged for those facilities. 
The committee made the point that as Gans 
paid the storage for the other goods, he should 
have done so in this case, even though there 
was an extra expense for cold storage, and they 
held that his extra commission covered this. 
Another point that was under discussion was 
the charge for Gans’ man Henry Freihage who 
was overseer of the handling of the goods at 
Toledo.. Gans charged Freihage’s time to the 
companies at $10 a day, for 23 days, though 
he admitted he paid him but $25 a week. He 
explained that he was obliged to keep Freihage 
on saliry all the year round, while he could 
only use him in this work a small part of the 
time. 

Another charge was that of nearly a thousand 
dollars for renovating and packing certain 
damaged goods so as to make them salable. 
The committee suggested that this was properly 
an expense that should have been paid out of 
the commission. Ordinary renovating and 
packing is borne out of the commission, but 
this was something that required extra work. 

REFUSED OUTSIDE HELP. 

The committee were naturally somewhat 
handicapped by their lack of knowledge of the 
details of the wrecking business. It was sug- 
gested that Manager Tilton, of the Under- 
writers’ Salvage Company of New York, assist 
the committee in their investigation, and Mr. 
Tilton expressed his willingness to do this 
inasmuch as his company is owned by the 
insurance companies in New York, and he is 
therefore indirectly their employe, but the 
committee, after deliberation, decided to prose- 
cute their work without aid. 

THE INVENTORY MUDDLE. 

One of the matters engrossing a good deal of 

time was in regard to the various inventories of 
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the damaged stock. First there was the or- 
iginal inventory at the Dow-Snell store, on 
which the insurance was settled, and which was 
taken on the premises at Toledo. Then there 
was the inventory taken by O. G. Blair, the 
man employed by the companies to follow the 
stock to Chicago and check up on the auc- 
tioneer’s sales. The third was the detailed 
report which Gans submitted to the first audit- 
ing committee at the time he effected his final 
settlement with the companies. There were 
two other records, viz: the auctioneer’s cata- 
logue from which he called the sales, and Gans’ 
office books showing account sales. 
wide discrepancies in these various schedules, 
and the committee’s chief work was to get full 
explanation. As a basis they naturally used 
the original inventory taken at Toledo. Then 


they compared Blair’s report with the report of | 


Gans to the companies, using the auctioneer’s 
catalogue, Gans’ private books and the other 
records to assist in unwinding the snarl wher- 
ever possible. 
the wrecking agency to explain the following 
discrepancies, speaking generally: 

First: The differences between the quantities 


of goods inventoried to it at Toledo and the | 


quantity of same goods as accounted for by it in 


its account of sales as rendered to the auditing | 


committee (Benton, Wagner and Gadsden). 


Second: The differences between the amounts | 


realized on the goods as per Blair’s report and 


the amounts realized as per its account of sales | 


as rendered to the auditing committee. , 

Third: The differences between the quanti- 
ties of goods sold and prices received therefor 
as per auctioneer’s catalogue and Blair’s report 
where these two accounts under specific lot 
number agree avd the quantities and prices 
accounted for by it in its account of sales as 
rendered to the auditing committee. 


ERRORS IN GANS’ FAVOR. 


What impressed the committee most, it is 
said, after completing their. work of arranging 
the schedules, and before cross-questioning 
Gans, was that the apparent errors and dis- 
crepancies were generally in favor of the wreck- 
ing agency. 
where the companies were shown to profit by the 
differences in the inventory. It was of course 


natural that most of the differences would be in | 
the way of depreciation, as the goods would | 
tend to get in a worse condition with the lapse | 


of time; but yet in all the hurry and dispatch 
with which the goods were handled, in several 
instances the quantities being arrived at by 


estimation and not actual count, the figures | 


invariably kept getting smaller through the 
various inventories until the one on which the 
settlement to the companies was made was 
reached. 
these divergences would be in favor of the 
companies, and it is a good evidence of the 
liberal spirit in which the committee conducted 
their work that they did not enlarge upon this 
point. 


There was at first considerable mystery sur- | 
rounding the original inventory taken at Toledo, 
which naturally would be the most reliable as a | 


basis of checking up the agency’s report to the 
companies. The first 
(Benton, Wagner and Gadsden) reported in 
their auditing statement that there was no 
original inventory. 


Gans recollected that he had a copy, but stated 
it had been received too late to be of any use, 
and he had consequently paid no attention to it. 
The fact is there were three copies; Dow-Snell 
had the original, which the committee secured, 
Mr. Gadsden as a member of the auditing com- | 
mittee had the duplicate, and Mr. Gans was | 
furnished with the triplicate copy. While it | 





There were | 


The committee then called upon | 





No important instance was found | 


It would seem strange that none of | 


committee of three | 


sans in his cross-examina- | 
tion also stated he had none, but on Mr. Gooch | 
producing the original from Dow-Snell, Mr. | 


was apparent there was some attempt to cover 
up the existence of the inventory, the matter 
was not pushed any further after Mr. Gans 
made his explanation. 


MR. GANS’ EXPLANATIONS. 

In the cross-questioning, either one of two 
explanations was invariably given as to the 
discrepancies. Either the stock was sent to the 
“dump’’ after being inventoried, or goods which 
Gans had on hand and which were not of the 
Dow-Snell stock were sold as Dow-Snell salvage 
to the buyers at the auction sale. For instance, 
take the case of the cheese: 

The original inventory taken at Toledo showed 
5,055 pounds shipped to Chicago. The com- 
panies’ man Blair who checked up at the auc- 
tion sales reported 4,165 pounds as sold. Yet 
Gans in his report submitted to the auditing 
committee gave the quantity of cheese sold at 
1,900 pounds. Naturally the committee thought 
there might be an unexplainable discrepancy 
here. They asked Mr. Gans what became of 
the difference between 5,055 pounds which were 
shipped from Toledo and which, according to 
affidavits the committee secured from experts, 
left Toledo in good condition, and the 1,900 
pounds which he reported sold. He said the 
cheese on reaching Chicago was found to be in 
such a poor condition that the girls in getting it 
in salable shape were taken out of the room in 
which it was, in a fainting condition. Mr. 
Gans explained that he had difficulty in saving 
as much as he did. The committee then in- 
quired how it was that the companies’ man 
Blair had checked up 4,165 pounds as having 
been sold by the auctioneer as Dow-Snell 
salvage. Mr. Gans replied that he had a lot of 
old cheese left over from another sale, and took 
advantage of the Dow-Snell sale to dispose of it. 
He was very certain he could not have made a 
mistake and thrown away his old cheese instead 
of the Dow-Snell stock. The circumstances as 
to prunes and other goods were very similar. 

The committee naturally supposed that if 
there was any irregularity it would be in getting 
other goods ‘‘mixed’’ with those of the Dow- 
Snell stock. 

There were thirty-one loads of the stock 
hauled to the dump at Chicago. The auditing 
committee’s report recorded a mistake and set 
these loads as having been dumped at Toledo. 
This probably led the committee astray some- 
what. Of course transportation charges had to 
be paid on the dumped goods, which presum- 
ably decayed on the cars. 

The investigating committee took no action 
on the dissatisfaction expressed by some as to 
the charge of $25 a day and expenses made by 
the auditing committee for each of its members. 
Mr. Benton was the only member of the com- 
mittee who devoted any length of time to the 
work. 

It must be noted that the committee did not 
undertake the work with the belief that they 
would find the Western Salvage Wrecking 
Agency guilty of any dishonest transactions. 
They did not take up their work at Chicago on 
the basis that Gans was guilty of anything until 
he had proved himself innocent. They have 
throughout acted on the supposition that he 
was conducting his business as it should be con- 
ducted. At the same time Mr. Gans’ institution 
did not own the stock which was wrecked. Mr. 
Gans was merely the agent of the companies 
whose interests the committee sacrificed weeks 
of their time to conserve. It was plain that 
the auditing committee did not make more 
than a cursory examination. The investigating 
committee did not take up their work until 
certain facts were brought out and presented to 
their attention. In justice to the companies it 
was felt that the wide discrepancies between 
the various inventories called for an explana- 





also 


tion. The Western Salvage Wrecking Agency 
was handling hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of property for the companies annually, 
yet no one outside of its managers had any but 
a faint idea as to how its affairs were being con- 
ducted. The general sentiment was too strong 
to pass without notice, and the investigation 
was ordered. It is true that the goods were 


| tracked unbeknown to Gans,and it does not seem 


improbable that some of the discontent was due 
to chagrin at the Western’s competitors being 
‘‘dumped”’ on their bid for the salvage; but it is 
certain that the committee undertook 
their work in the most proper spirit, and 
scrupulously observed the rights of the Wreck- 
ing Agency. The report was much more con- 


| servative in tone than others might have made it. 


To sum up the committee’s work, they exoner- 


| ate the Wrecking Agency from any intention of 
| wrong-doing, though they do feel that it is open 
| to criticism on various points, which can best 


be determined from their report. 


GENERAL NOTES. 


Morgan J. Nichols of Bellefontaine, O., has 
added the Aetna to his list of companies. 


F. G. Row succeeds M. H. N. Raymond as 
president of the Michigan Field Men’s Asso- 
ciation. 

B. A. Ray, an insurance agent at Labelle, O., 
died a few days ago. He was postmaster and a 
prominent man of the place. 


Editor Durham of the Underwriters’ Review 
has bought out his partner, E. N. Hopkins, and 
Mr. Hopkins will spend a year in Mexico. 

E. W. Norman, the well-known insurance 
agent at Blanchester, O., has taken a business 
partner, and the new firm is known as Norman 
& Gustin. 

Squire, Hahn & App of Cleveland are placing 
the R. L. Neale & Co. risk at Parkersburg, W. 
Va., atacut rate. It was offered in Wheeling 
recently and declined. 

It is understood by one of the Cincinnati local 
papers that the Washington of Cincinnati is 
figuring on the erection of a home office build- 
ing on Third street. 


W. C. Henderson, of the insurance firm of 
Downing ,& Henderson of London, O., has left 
the city, presumably for Texas. A number of 
creditors mourn his departure. 


James Flynn, of the Erie County Abstract 
and Safe Deposit Company, has entered the in- 
surance business at Sandusky. His companies 
are the German of Indiana and Girard, 


The firm of Blair, Harkness & Co., of Cincin- 
nati, general agents of the Union Casualty and 
local fire insurance agents, has been dissolved. 
The business will be continued by Mr. A, S. 
Harkness. 


Gen. Geo. House of Gallipolis, O., has pur- 
chased the fire insurance agency of Judge Simp- 
son D, Cowden and consolidated it with his 
own. Judge Cowden retains the agency of the 
Northwestern Mutual Life. 

Watson A, Crabbs, for many years a promi- 
nent agent at Toledo, is dead. He formerly 
owned the present Walter A. Campbell agency. 
Later the firm of Crabbs & Campbell was 
formed, and Mr. Campbell finally succeeded the 


| firm. 


The proposed new constitution for the Cleve- 
land board disposes of two important and troub- 
lesome questions. Bankers, brokers and others 


| not engaged chiefly in the insurance business 


are shut out of the board altogether and the 
number of solicitors in each office is limited to 
three. These solicitors will be required to put 
up a $25 deposit. 
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AGENT HANCOCK’'S APPLICATION. 
Thomas Hancock filed his application for 
membership with the Underwriters Club of 


Detroit, the application being accompanied by | 


the necessary $50 deposit. His eligibility to 


membership had been inquired into by the | 
executive committee and was favorably passed 


upon. He represents three companies, the Erie 


of Buffalo, the Citizens of Pittsburg and the | 


Citizens of St. Louis. 


Now it happens that Mr. | 


Hancock is also vice president of the Michigan | 


Savings and Loan Association, and conducts his 


insurance business as a side issue in connection | 


with his duties in the loaning association, His 
eligibility to membership under the constitution 


and by-laws is universally conceded, but many 


dispute the advisability of admitting him to the 
club. 
there is no use continuing the war on bank 
clerks, if the club intends to allow men occupy- 
ing positions in savings and loan associations 
or similar institutions, to become members. 
They contend that a book-keeper or a clerk in 
any establishment, holding a position where he 
could command business and who would engage 
in the business as a side issue, would likewise 
be entitled tomembership. This the club ought 
to prevent if it can consistently. 

The leaders of the opposition to Mr. Han- 
cock’s membership certainly have the gravest 
reasons on which to base their arguments. But 
another question comes up for consideration. 
How is the club going to keep him out and 
be consistent? The war that has been waged 
against bank clerks, and so far successfully, has 


Those opposing his admission claim that | 


only found force in cases where the bank clerks | 


were acting as solicitors. 
sents three companies, comes forth in the best 
of good faith with the necessary deposit, agrees 
to subscribe to the constitution and by-laws, in 
fact, does everything that is demanded of him. 
It was also contended that if this position was 
enforced, over one-third of the members would 
be ineligible. Mr. Hancock’s application was 
referred back to the committee for further con- 
sideration. 
++ ++ 
CAMPBELL VISITS CHAPMAN. 
It is said that Insurance Commissioner Camp- 


Mr. Hancock repre- | 


bell came to Detroit within the past week and | 


had a two hours’ conference with Inspector 
E. F. Chapman of the Michigan Inspection 
Bureau. The subject of deliberation of course, 
was the attitude and policy of the Commis- 
sioner’s Department towards the Inspection 
Bureau. Mr. Chapman is said to have asked 
Mr. Campbell what changes he desired to be 
made in the Inspection Bureau, in order to 
bring it within the limits of the law according 
to Mr. Campbell’s interpretation of the same. 
The Commissioner would bind himself to no 
promises, but insisted that one of the require- 
ments would be that the agents would have to 
send their daily reports to their managers direct 
without inspection by the Bureau. Furtherthan 
this the Commissioner was very indefinite and 
refused to state whether he would withdraw his 
opposition to the Bureau even if these demands 
were acceded to. On the whole the result of 
the conference is said to have been very un- 
satisfactory. 
++ ++ 
MOVEMENT AGAINST BANK CLERKS. 

The war directed against bank clerks by the 
Underwriters Club of Detroit is said to have 
brought fruitful results already. A month ago 
a committee was appointed to draft a letter to 
be sent to the different banks, whose clerks were 
supposed to be soliciting insurance in connec- 
tion with their banking business. The original 





‘thorn in the side’’, whose hustling propensities 
were said to have netted him in the neighbor- 
hood of $5,000 in premiums per annum, was 
Geo. E. Moody, savings teller in the Citizens 
Savings Bank. This last named bank was the 
first one to answer the communication sent out 
by the committee. The bank stated that Mr. 
Moody had been interdicted from soliciting in- 
surance by it, and that if he persisted in the 
practice, it would be pleased to have notice of 
the same. Mr. Moody is said to have made ar- 
rangements for the disposal of his expirations to 
one of the regular board agents, rumor having 
it that the purchaser is one of two agencies, 
either Karl Schmeman & Son or Victor P. 
yaukler. 





IN WEST VIRGINIA. 


WM. EATON’S FINIS. 

William Eaton, who has been convicted in 
two courts of setting fire to his stock of goods 
in Wheeling a couple of years ago, is about 
coming to the end of his legal string and will now 
soon be resting peaceably behind the peniten- 
tiary walls, where he should have been long 
ago. The case against him after each conviction 
has been carried from one court to another until 
it has reached the United States District Court, 
through Eaton’s attorney, who claimed that 
his client was illegally extradited from Illinois. 
Eaton was one of a gang which operated in 
West Virginia at Huntington, Wheeling and 
and other points. He has made a hard fight for 
liberty and seemed to be well supplied with 
money from some source or other, presumably 
from other members of the gang who have been 
fortunate enough to escape detection and arrest. 
Judge Simonton, at Richmond, who heard the 
case last week, made Eaton’s attorney admit 
that he could not furnish the legal standing for 
the point raised, that his illegal extradion made 
the question a federal one. Eaton’s sentence is 
ten years, and he will soon be entering on his 
residence at Moundsville, as Judge Simonton is 
expected to throw the case out of his court en- 
tirely, when the sentence will be carried out. 

++ ++ 
COWIE'S COMPLAINTS. 

F. G. Cowie, who became famous as a detective 
in the Eaton case, was heard from last week in 
Waukesha, Wis. He has recently been released 
from the penitentiary in Illinois, where he was 
sent for stealing as he terms it ‘‘a real live man, 
weighing 250 pounds, and the most dangerous 
firebug in Chicago.’’ Cowie spent eight months 
of a five year.sentence in prison for kidnaping 
250 pounds of live flesh, prosecuted by the fire- 
bug gang and persecuted (as he says) by certain 
insurance men and the man paid by the state of 
Illinois to fight firebugs. The special agents 
are severely condemned by Mr. Cowie for the 
manner in which Eaton’s conviction was secured 
and also the way in which the specials treated 
him in Pittsburg. Cowie also states in his letter 
that he is going to New York to collect some 
money from insurance companies interested in 
the Kenosha, Wisconsin, fire. Mr. Cowie is not 
a prophet nor a son of a prophet, as in his letter 
he predicts that Eaton will get his insurance 
money and that the employes of the special 
agents will find themselves in a bad way. Mr. 
Cowie seems very vindictive toward the compa- 
nies and special agents, and will not hesitate to 
even up his imaginary wrongs if opportunity 
presents. 





a ++ 
GENERAL AGENTS’ COMMISSIONS. 
The question of general agents receiving a 
larger commission from Union companies on 
their local business has been taken up by the 


im] 


| Union and the consequence will be an increase 
| in the number of agents in the places affected in 
West Virginia, Wheeling and Charleston. There 
are two classes in the insurance business that 
cannot well be eliminated. They are the ex- 
cessive commission payer among the companies 
and the rebater among the agents. The first is 
really the greater evil-doer, that is where a 
company has obligated itself to abide by the 
rules and regulations of the Union and finds 
some subterfuge to compensate the favored local 
agent beyond what its associate companies are 
paying their agents. The rebater will eventually 
find that he has rebated himself out of business. 
He does not even command the respect of his 
customers to whom he rebated, to say nothing 
of the respect of his fellow agents. 
RESIDENT AGENTS’ LAW FOR W. VA. 
At the meeting of the Wheeling Board of Un- 
derwriters Noy. 18 it was decided to send a com- 


| mittee to Charleston at the next session of the 


legislature, to have a resident agents’ law passed 
and look after legislation in general. 
EATON CASE KNOCKED OUT. 

The United States Court of Appeals at Rich- 
mond refused to reverse Judge Jackson's order, 
and the prisoner was turned over to the state. 
Judge Jackson -refused to release Eaton and a 
writ of error was taken to the higher court, 
with the result noted above. The prosecution 
now consider the case finally settled, although 
there is some talk of carrying it up to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. A prominent 
attorney said the other day Eaton’s only hope 
now was a jail delivery, and that he would not 
be surprised to see it attempted. 


OHIO FIRE NOTES, 


E. B. Appleman of Columbus has been ap- 


| pointed by the Security of Connecticut. 


W. N. Smith has embarked in the insurance 
and real estate business at Ashtabula, O. 

The Fire Association has transferred from 
Douglass & Houston to LeRoy Parsons & Son 
at Mansfield. 

George A. McHenry of Dayton has received 
the agency of the A®tna, transferred from Sid- 
ney Eckley. 

Howells & Gill have taken sub-agencies for 
some of the companies represented by C. O. 
Evarts & Co. at Cleveland. 

The agency of the Agricultural at Elyria has 
been changed from J. W. Bath to W. B. John- 
ston. The premiums last year were $294. 

George R. McConnell of Troy has taken over 
the business of E. M. Faulkner, who represent- 
ed a half dozen companies. Mr. McConnell 
already had the leading agency of Troy. 

The entire line of insurance on the Arcade 
building, in Cleveland, which heretofore had 
been placed in the local offices, has this year 
been placed in the East at a thirty cent rate, 
the tariff being fifty cents. 

Magly, Stiess & Mayer of Cincinnati resign 
the Chicago because of the company’s overhead 
writing proclivities through its connection with 
Squire, Hahn & App, and take on the Indem- 


| nity of New York. 


Henry Schnauffer, one of the long-established 

Cleveland agents, representing the Firemans 

| Fund, Franklin, German-American, Niagara, 

N. B. & M. and Phenix, has admitted a partner 
and the firm is now Schnauffer & Heim. 


W. D. Kellogg, special agent of the Thur- 
ingia-American at Detroit, is in Ohio placing 
thecompany. So far he has appointed D. Robin- 
son, Jr., Sons & Co. at Toledo; Buerkle & Ler- 
mann, Sandusky; Mahlon H. Howard, Colum- 
bus; W. H. Barch, Cleveland. 
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BOSWELL, BUCKLEY & CO. INCORPORATE. 

The central department of the Provident Sav- 
ings Life will hereafter be under the manage- 
ment of Boswell, Buckley & Company, a cor- 
poration with $50,000 capital. Messrs. Boswell 
& Buckley, finding their business growing very 
rapidly, for convenience and to enable them to 
get in extra partners if desired, have incor- 
porated under the above title and the Society 
has transferred their contract to the corporation, 
which will continue the business without inter- 
ruption. The business of the Central Depart- 
ment for the last half dozen years has been 
skilfully managed and has grown rapidly. To- 
day it is one of the best organized agencies in 
the United States. Mr. Boswell went with the 
Provident Savings some seven years ago as a 
solicitor and has steadily worked up to his 
present position. He comes of an old Scotch 
family, although born and raised in Ireland. 
He is a graduate of Trinity College where he 
led all his class until forced to give up hard 
study by failing eyesight. Coming to the United 
States in 1885, like many men from across the 
water, he tied up his available means in real 
estate, then took to insurance and proved a 
success. 

Mr. Buckley is of old Kentucky stock, a 
native of the good old town of Lexington. He 
has had a long insurance experience, having 
been for many years with the Mutual Life. He 
resigned a state agency of the Mutual Life to go 
with the Provident Savings a few years ago as 
its manager at Louisville. Subsequently he pur- 
chased Mr. John Wilson’s interest in the old 
firm. Mr. Wilson is now manager of the /n- 
surance Monitor. 

Messrs. Boswell & Buckley have proved suc- 
cessful managers and have built their business 
up rapidly and well. It is said the new corpo- 
ration will have ample capital for a large busi- 
ness and, moreover, starts with renewal com- 
missions on some $22,000,000 of business in 
force. Last year the Provident Savings led all 
competitors in Kentucky and Tennessee. It has 
added this year the state of Indiana, where it is 
probably ahead of all others. With the addi- 
tional advantages the new company will have, 
the Provident Savings is likely to be a strong 
competitor among the old line companies in 
this section. 

Since President Scott took hold of the Provi- 
dent Savings it has advanced steadily. Its plan 
of doing business has been entirely changed 
and its policies brought up to date. President 
Scott’s methods are modern and aggressive. 
The main office of the new Boswell, Buckley 
and Company will be, as heretofore, in Cincin- 
nati, with branch offices at Louisville, Indianap- 
olis, Nashville, Columbus, Dayton and Wheeling. 
The progress of the Provident Savings under 
the new management will be regarded with in- 
terest by life insurance men, It is said Mr. 
Boswell has some plans in view which will prove 
an eye-opener when developed. 


++ ++ 


FRATERNAL SOCIETIES CONVENTION. 

The Twelfth annual session of the National 
Fraternal Congress, which is devoted to the in- 
terests of fraternal life insurance, convened on 
the 15th inst. at Heptasophs Hall, Baltimore, 
Maryland. There were about one hundred and 
fifty delegates present representing some fifty 
of the most prominent life insurance fraternities 
of the United States and Canada. The frater- 
nities represented have an aggregate member- 
ship of over one million and a half. This ses- 
sion is the most important one held since the 
organization of the congress. Many papers 
were read on subjects pertaining to fraternal 
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life underwriting, the most important of which 


| are the following : 


‘Fraternal Co-operation. Can it survive the 
assaults without and pressure within ?’’ By N. 
S. Boynton, Knights of the Maccabees, Port 
Huron, Michigan. 

“What has Woman accomplished in fraternal 
benefit societies?”’ By Miss Bina M. West, 
Ladies of the Maccabees, Port Huron, Mich. 

‘Is it possible to maintain a ratio between the 
advancing age of members and an infusion of 
younger lives that shall practically control the 
mortuary rate?’?’ By W. C. Robson, Royal Ar- 
canum, Boston, Mass. 

“The Natural Premium at attained age, or 
the Natural Premium loaded to make a level 
rate. Which may be best applied to an order 
having a large financial liability and no reserve 
or emergency protection?’ By F. W. Sears, 
National Reserve Association, Kansas City. 

‘The Natural Premium or Step Rate as: al- 
ready applied to orders belonging to this con- 
gress?’ By Fred. C. Downes, American Legion 
of Honor, St. Louis, Missouri. 

‘‘A Graded Rate according to age without re- 
serve, as ‘already applied to orders belonging to 
this congress.’”’ By Lee R. Sanborn, Royal 
Templars of Temperance, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The Special Committee on Rates were fur- 
nished with tables by their actuaries, George 
D. Eldridge of New York and F. A. Draper of 
Boston. The tables presented represent a mini- 
mum rate and will undoubtedly be adopted as 
such by many of the fraternities who are mem- 
bers of this congress, particularly the older 
ones, in which it will work a radical change in 
the rates of assessments. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are: 
President, D. E. Stevens, of the Fraternal Mys- 
tic Circle, Philadelphia; Secretary and Treas- 
urer, M. W. Sackett, of the A. O. U. W., of 
Meadville, Pa. 

aa os 
OHIO LIFE REPORT OUT. 

The bound life report has just been received 
by the Insurance Department and is being dis- 
tributed as rapidly as possible. About the only 
use the report can be put to now is to complete 
the files of persons who keep the reports. The 
fault is due mainly to the system of printing 
the state reports, as they are printed in the 
order in which they are received by the printer, 
and as the report of the Insurance Department 
cannot be sent in as early as others, it is usually 
the last to be gotten out. There certainly 
should be an effort made to get the reports out 
earlier if they are to be of any value to any- 
body, and it is understood that it is the purpose 
of the Insurance Department to make a special 
effort to this end next year. 

+ + 
THE ‘INSURANCE BUREAU.” 

E. P. Kenyon, formerly traveling auditor of 
the Bay State Beneficiary Association, now de- 
funct, has located at Chicago as western mana- 
ger of the “Insurance Bureau,’’ a somewhat 
unique and original institution conducted as an 
independent auxiliary to the claim departments 
of life companies and associations. It has vari- 
ous uses, one of which is to report on applica- 
tions as to moral and financial standing before 
the policies are issued. Another is to investigate 
suspicious claims for all classes of companies. 
It is said that the Bureau already has done some 
good work and is gaining quite a foothold. 

++ aaa 
VIEWS ON AGENCY CONTRACTS. 

There is a wide difference of opinion among 
life insurance managers and general agents as 
to the best class of contracts to make with 
agents. Some believe in giving the agent from 
the start the best terms possible, while others 
hold that the best way is to keep something in 
reserve, in other words have something better 
to offer the agent if he becomes dissatisfied, or 
another manager is after him. One manager, 
who has the record of never losing an agent by 


“twisting,’’ said a few days ago, ‘‘I always give 





the agent the very best I can give him at the 
start. Of course, I cannot give one agent what 
I give another, as we have classes, but I mean 
that I give him the maximum for his class in 
the beginning. I keep nothing up my sleeve. 
The result is that I hold agents against the at- 
tempts of other managers to get them, because 
they have nothing better to offer. Occasionally 
my agents come to me after being approached 
by somebody else and attempt to get better 
terms by using as leverage the terms offered 
elsewhere, but when they learn that I have no 
better terms to give than they have, they see 
that they are being treated fairly and invariably 
remain with the company.”’ 
++ ++ 

MR. FERGUSON WRITES ON LIFE INSURANCE. 

District Manager R. E. Ferguson, of the 
Mutual Benefit Life at Toledo, has a very read- 
able communication in the Sunday Morning 
Courier of the 13th. He briefly shows the ad- 
vancement of life insurance since the time 40 or 


| 50 years ago, when some policies contained a 








clause, reciting among other things, that ‘‘death 
at the hands of hostile Indians in Ohio,’’ or 
‘“‘other western states’’ was not insured against. 
After those old relics came the ironclad policies 
of 30 years ago, which restricted a man’s actions 
so as to leave life scarcely worth living, and 
finally the liberal contracts offered to-day by 
the more advanced companies, with scarcely 
any restrictions and with paid-up values, loan 
values, and extended insurance. 
ments on installment policies. 

It seems as if more life insurance men ought 
to follow Mr. Ferguson’s example and take up 
their pens for the good of the cause. One let- 
ter like his will do more to dispel popular 
ignorance of life insurance than all the talking 
an agent could doin a month. Everybody has 
some ideas about life insurance, and it is safe to 
say that especially in country towns and vil- 
lages a somewhat prevalent idea is that a life 
insurance company is an organization whose 
business is to get all the money possible from 
policy-holders, then freeze them out if possible, 
and only pay claims after a fight, unless the 
claimant is wealthy or prominent, and it is 
cheaper to get his friendship than his enmity. 
The story of the man who paid for years and 
then missed a payment and lost all, becomes 
part of the folklore of a backwoods village. 
Letters like that of Mr. Ferguson, which does 
not mention the name of any company, and is 
in no sense an advertisement, act as mission- 
aries and bring men to the knowledge of the 
truth that the head of every family, at any rate, 
ought to carry life insurance. 


He also com- 


+ + 
MANAGER HEFFELFINGER’S PETITION. 

Ohio daily papers have published more or less 
complete accounts as to the petition in bank- 
ruptcy filed by J. E. Heffelfinger, general man- 
ager for an important section of Ohio for the 
Union Central, with headquarters at Springfield. 
Mr. Heffelfinger places his liabilities at $118,000 
and assets nothing. Mr. Heffelfinger is one of 
the most prominent as well as respected life in- 
surance men of Ohio, and his petition, under the 
circumstances, will not lower him in the estima- 
tion of anyone. Mr. Heffelfinger’s unfortunate 
speculation in lumber some ten years ago is 
more or less known to life insurance men of the 
state. He had accumulated a comfortable for- 
tune as the result of his highly successful work 
in life insurance, but was induced to invest in a 
lumber company at Asheville, North Carolina, 
to a small extent. Sharpers were in control of 
the Asheville end, and got control of the thou- | 
sands of acres of land, mills and other property 
belonging to the company. The other members 
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of the company were wealthy men at the time, 


| 


but they afterwards all failed or died, leaving | 


Mr. Heffelfinger to bear the entire burden of 
debt. This he has undertaken for over ten 
years, and has sacrificed his entire fortune, but 
still owed $118,000. At the instance of his 
friends, who feel he has already done more than 
he was morally bound to do, he has decided to 
drop the load and start even with the world 
again. His handsome income as manager of the 
Union Central, and his well-known ability, will 
doubtless enable him to regain in a short time 
the fortune which he lost at a stroke through an 
almost marvelous combination of circumstances. 
++ ++ 
NATIONAL FRATERNAL UNION. 
During the past few days the time of Judge 


Smith, of the Superior court of Cincinnati, has 


been occupied in hearing the testimony in the 
application for a receiver of the National Fra- 
ternal Union. As was noted in the OHIO UN- 
DERWRITER, some time ago a receiver was ap- 
pointed for the seven-year class of certificate- 
holders. Then certain holders of certificates for 
longer terms applied to have a receiver ap- 
pointed for the whole business. They hold that 
the concern is really insolvent. It is claimed 
that the society has been making special con- 
tracts with seven-year certificate-holders, to get 
them to accept a part of the face of their certifi- 
cates, as they have matured. Certain of the 
officers are putting upa hard fight to prevent 
the appointment of a receiver. The secretary 
testified that the assets were $180,0J0 in round 
numbers. The applicants for the receiver assert 
that there are $183,000 of liabilities and only 
$50,000 of actual assets. The testimony devel- 
oped the fact that $25,000 supposed to be in 
mortgages on real estate had really been trans- 

* ferred to C. A. Goetz. The expert who went 
over the books found them in worse shape than 
anticipated. 

It appears that those who do not want a re- 
ceiver base their claims of the society’s solvency 
on the statement that it has met its claims as 
they came. The peculiar part of the proceeding 
is that some of these same people are among 
those who claimed the seven-year division of 


the concern was insolvent. Probably other 


claims have been paid because the certificates | 


for longer terms have not yet matured. If those 
who oppose the receivership win, it ought to 
open a way for assessment concerns to dump 
an undesirable class of members, by merely de- 
claring the business relating to that class insol- 
vent and winding it up by a receiver, while the 
rest would go on. 

The supreme accountant testified that he had 
arranged to go into the American Life and Ac- 
cident Insurance Company, a stipulated pre- 
mium company being organized in Cincinnati. 
It is understood that the Hartford Life and 
New York Life are also on the lookout to get as 
much out of the wreckage as they can to their 
own advantage. The membership is said to be 
about 2,000 in all, with about $2,000,000 insur- 
ance in force. Even if the court refuses to ap- 
point a receiver for the entire business, the con- 
cern has only a few more years of existence. 
When the longer term certificates mature their 
classes will most likely become insolvent and 
be wound up, one at a time, if the court does 
not see its way clear to kill the concern before 
it does any more harm. 

++ ++ 
DR. SAVIN HAS NOT RESIGNED. 
is’ The publication in one of the Sunday papers 
that Dr. R. T. Savin, agency director of the 
New York Life at Cincinnati, would resign to 
enter a new field has created considerable inter- 
est among life insurance men inthe city. It 
happens, however, that there is nothing in the 
tatement. The basis for it probably consisted 





in the fact that some special work in western 
New York has been assigned to Dr. Savin and 
his territory increased to that extent. He has 
no intention of resigning or of leaving Cincin- 
nati. 
a ++ 
EQUITABLE WILL PAY THE STAMP TAX. 

When the present revenue law went into effect, 
it was understood that the Mutual, Equitable 
and New York Life Insurance Companies en- 
tered into an agreement to charge the revenue 
to the policy-holders. In general practice, this 
amounts much of the time to charging it to the 
agents. Recently the Equitable has issued a 
circular to its agents which says in effect that 
the Mutual has broken the agreemet and that 
the Equitable is therefore no longer bound by 
it and will henceforth pay the revenue. Whether 
it proposes to charge this to general expense or 
charge it against the dividends of the policies 
on which the revenue is paid, is not known. At 
any rate, it lets the agents out of the trouble of 
collecting it or paying it themselves. The-New 
York Life will continue to collect it from policy- 
holders. This company holds that the stamp 


tax is something with which it has little or | 


nothing to do, that the government taxes a man 
for owning a certain chattel and the company is 
under no obligation to pay his tax for him. 

++ ++ 

PREVALENCE OF INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE. 

The Metropolitan Life is sending out a cir- 
cular which in a striking manner calls attention 
to the prevalence of industrial insurance. It 
says in part: 

‘‘In a paper recently read by President Hege- 
man, the St. Louis tornado was instanced, where, 
out of 400 persons killed, 68 policies were paid 
by the Metropolitan alone. In the Johnstown 
flood it paid 61 policies. The sinking of the 
Maine resulted in 46 industrial claims. The one 
man killed on the ‘Yankee’ before the Santiago 
naval battle was insured in the Metropolitan; 
and while the battle was in progress the only 
man killed on the ‘Texas’ was also insured in 
that company. 

“It now appears that in the battle at Omdur- 
man, in the Soudan, under the British General 
Kitchener, the Metropolitan had a_ policy- 
holder, William Oldburg by name, killed by 
sword and spear wounds. How many others it 
may have had in the conflict who escaped un- 
harmed, is not known. In Oldburg’s case the 
claim was paid by telegraph to the deceased's 
father, an armorer in the civil service of the 
Canadian Government, at Old Fort, Toronto, 
Ontario.”’ 


Increase of Capital. 


It is understood that the Security Trust & 
Life has practically completed arrangements for 
an increase of capital stock from $350,000 to a 


much larger amount, said to be in the neighbor- | 


hood of a million. 


Travelers Sued by a Railroad. 


Within the past few days there has been on 
trial at Canton the case of the Canton-Massillon 
Electric Railway Company against the Travelers 
Insurance Company. About two years ago Jo- 
hanna Eckley sued the railway company for 
$10,000 damages. The railway was at the time 
carrying liability insurance in the Travelers. 
When the damage suit was commenced the rail- 
way company notified the insurance company to 
defend it, but the insurance company sent back 
word that it had not been notified of the acci- 
dent in the time required by the terms of the 
policy and it declined to defend. The railway 
company defended the action and won. The 
present suit is for $616 expenses incurred in de- 
fending the suit. The case was submitted with 
but little testimony, the question involved being 
one of law. 


MOSS AND THE MUTUAL RESERVE. 


The Security Mutual's Organized Onslaught 
on the Mutual Reserve's Business 
Through an Ex-Employe. 


Moton D. ‘let out” of the 
Mutual Reserve there have been vague but per- 


Since Moss was 


sistent rumors that his new deal as general 
manager of the Security Mutual of Binghamton 
was made with a view of ‘‘knifing’’ his old com- 
pany. It is said that his understanding with the 
Security is that he is to make a special drive for 
Mutual Reserve members and agents, and the 
evidences at hand would certainly bear this out. 
Insurance men who know Moss this is 
what is to be expected of a man like him, and 
that having worked the association for all he 
could, he will have no scruples against employ- 
ing any means to seduce its business. 
an Englishman whom President Burnham 
picked up over in England, and placed in 
charge of the association's agency business, It 
is said that President Burnham felt that a man 
of pile-driving force and not too scrupulous was 
what was needed to keep the association’s new 
business up, in face of the perilous conditions 
which confronted it, and he chose Moss for the 
place. Shortly after Moss took hold the new 
five-year policy was issued and the work of 
transposing the old policies with it was be- 
gun. For this purpose a large number of specials 
traveling from New York were employed, and 
as many members switched as possible. There 
is no doubt that in many cases gross misrepre- 
sentations were made to induce the change, and 
that these were winked at by Moss and the home 
othice. 


Say 


Moss is 


Moss became very unpopular with some 
of the officers and most of the agents, and this 
feeling against him finally resulted in his being 
ousted. It is said some of the officers held that 
if the association persisted in continuing Moss 
and his methods the concern’s downfall was 
certain. It is understood that President Burn- 
ham still upholds the Moss plan, and that on 
January 28th next, the date of the annual meet- 
ing, either he or Vice-President Wells, who 
succeeded Moss in charge of the agencies, 
will sever his connection with the company. It 
would certainly appear that the employment of 
such a man as Moss has turned out to be was in- 
advisable, and particularly on a commission 
basis, which gave him the opportunity for vari- 
ous manipulations. 

On leaving the Mutual Reserve, Moss made a 
contract with the Security Mutual Life of Bing- 
hamton as general manager, though on what 
basis is not exactly known. He has his head- 
quarters in New York city and it is not believed 
he has absolute power over the old agencies. The 
arrangement is said to have been made for the 
purpose of using Moss’ knowledge of the Mutual 
Reserve (including doubtless a list of its mem- 
bers), and his acquaintance with its agents, to 
make wholesale theft of business and agents. 
Moss now has “superintendents of agents” 
going about the country approaching Mutual 
Reserve agents and representing that it cannot 
live, and giving them an opportunity to connect 
with the Security. Of course the supposition is 
that if the Mutual Reserve goes, the Security 
will be in a position to get the first chance at 
the ‘‘pickings.’’ The Security is no better com- 
pany than the Mutual Reserve, and both being 
on the same plan it would seem it would be the 
last to attempt to undermine its contemporary, 
yet that is just what Moss is doing, and ina 
most traitorous way. In a circular issued to 
policy-holders of the Mutual Reserve, Secretary 
Camp says regarding the action of Moss and the 
Security: 

Just at this time several men formerly em- 
ployed by this Association as agents are endeay- 
oring to rewrite in the Security Mutual Life, of 
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which M. D. Moss is advertised as manager, 
business which they have been paid for placing 
in the Mutual Reserve. Their favorite method 
is to send a letter asking the member to call on 
important business. If the member responds, 
he is treated to a tissue of falsehoods ayainst the 
Mutual Reserve, the one purpose of which is to 
enable the former agent to earn another com- 
mission. 

Among the men are Wm. Jaretsky, Edmund 
O’Connor, B. B. Spiess and R. G. McDowell. 

McDowell is the man who has been traveling 
through Ohio, and who has appointed F. B. Mc- 
Lean of Toledo state manager and B. H. Payne 
of Cincinnati local manager. Payne is boasting 
that he has a list of the members of the Mutual 
Reserve, and that he will try to switch them to 
the Security. 

Whatever insurance men think of the Mutual 
Reserve Fund, and as stated before by the OHIO 
UNDERWRITER it is believed the chances are 
about equal as to whether it will survive or fail, 
they can certainly only condemn the methods 
employed by the Security Mutual and Moss. 


The Security is a ‘“‘close corporation,” by which 


is meant a certain part of the premiums go to 
the management whether the expenses equal it 
or not, and last year the reports show the ex- 
penses to premiums were nearly sixty per cent. 
Members of the Mutual Reserve will do much 
better to stay with the company than switch 
over to any such concern as the Security Mutual. 
If they must drop their Mutual Reserve insur- 
ance, they can only better themselves by taking 
straight legal reserve insurance, as the Mutual 
Reserve is doubtless as good as most associations 
of its kind, 


LIFE NOTES. 


The State Life of Indiana wrote $1,160,000 of 
new business during October. 


Mitchell & Co., who have been the city 
agents of the Travelers at Cleveland, have gone 
to the Maryland Casualty Company. 

Ten thousand dollars of insurance in the 
Equitable on the life of Thomas B. Youtsey, 
ex-cashier of the defunct First National bank of 
Newport, Ky., was sold under the hammer a 
few days ago for $3,000, The German National 
bank of Covington was the purchaser. 

Assistant Superintendent C. E. Willis, of the 
Western and Southern Life, has been transferred 
to Springfield from Xenia, where he is suc- 
ceeded by C. E. Adkin. 


W. G. Hargis, Jr., has resigned as manager of 
the Commercial Mutual Accident at Cleveland 


and become a solicitor forthe New England Mu- 


tual Accident at Chicago. 


The Michigan Life Insurance Agents’ Asso- 
ciation had its annual supper and election of 
officers at the Hotel Cadillac, Detroit, on the 
evening of Nov. 7. Hugh A. Holmes, state 
agent of the Michigan Mutual Life, was elected 
president. 
men’s banquet early in December. 


S. J. Massingham of Geneva, O., for many 
years connected with the Leader and Herald of 
Cleveland has recently been appointed special 
agent of the Aetna Life for seven counties in 
northeastern Ohio. 
experience in the insurance business and is 
meeting with great success in his new field. 


The Prudential forces in Ohio and Indiana | 
are getting ready for a record-breaker in ‘‘Bohl | 
Superin- | 
tendents are appealing to their men not only | 


Week,”’ beginning next Monday. 


with the arguments used heretofore, but to 
their personal friendship and respect for Mr. 
Bohl. It would certainly be a high mark of 


The Association will give a business 


He has had many years | 


IN OHIO FIRE CIRCLES. 


FRANKLIN OF COLUMBUS. 
The recent complications arising from the po- 





sition in which Henry O’Kane found himself in | 


his dual capacity as secretary of the Franklin of 
Columbus and proprietor of a big local agency, 
in his attitude towards the Union, may it is said 
result in a severance of his connection either 
with the Franklin or his agency. The company, 
it is felt, is handicapped in its connection with 
Mr. O’Kane’s local agency, and is compelled to 
join the Union against what may be its best in- 
terests, in order to protect Mr. O’Kane’s local 
business. The Franklin cannot afford to be a 
Union company on account of the commission 
limitation. Besides it would be at a disadvantage 
as the only Ohio Union company. It is said 


President Huntington and Secretary O’Kane | 


appreciate this, and it is believed Mr. O’Kane 
has decided to give up either his position as 
secretary, or his local business. It is very cer- 
tain that he will retain his valuable local agency 
plant in any event. As to the position of man- 
ager of the Franklin, there are various rumors. 
It is believed that some prominent field man of 
Ohio who has managerial ability will be tendered 
the position. This would be a most excellent 
move. Several men have been mentioned who 
would be almost certain to make a success of 
the company. One man whose name has been 
the subject of gossip is J. W. Cochran of the 
Ohio Inspection Bureau. It is not even known 
whether Mr. Cochran has been approached, as 
the rumors which are current are vague indeed. 
But yet the selection of Mr. Cochran, if he could 


be secured, would be tantamount to the com- | 


pany’s making an unqualified success. It would 


at once place the Franklin on a high plane as | 


an underwriting factor in the state. There are 
other field men in Ohio whose names have been 
the subject of gossip, but to whom it would do 
an injustice if they were mentioned at this early 
stage. It is certainly true that if Mr. O’Kane 
contemplates retiring the only thing for the 
company to do is to select such a man as Mr. 
Cochran or some one of the various leading field 
men who are capable. Certainly it is essential 
that a man be selected who is thoroughly in 
touch with the business in Ohio, who has a 
large personal following among agents, and who 


has the friendship and good will of at least a 


majority of the field men. 
++ oe 
MAY ORGANIZE FIELD CLUB. 

It is said that at the meeting at Cleveland of 
the special agents, to hear the report of the 
Gans investigation committee, there was consid- 
erable informal discussion of the question of 
reoganizing the Ohio Field Club on its old 
basis. There were 43 specials at Cleveland, 
comprising a majority of the strictly Ohio field 
men, and while no general discussion was had, 


the point was frequently discussed privately. | 
There appears to be a strong sentiment in favor | 
of it, and it looks as if there is a good chance | 


of the plan being matured. “It is felt that this 
is a proper time to begin the work. 
ae ae 
TUSCARAWAS COUNTY ORGANIZED. 

The local fire insurance agents of Tuscarawas 
county held a meeting at New Philadelphia 
November 15, and organized auxiliary to the 
Ohio association of local agents. C. A. Leech 
of Uhrichsville was elected chairman and Ed. 
A. Walter of New Philadelphia secretary. In 
addition to those present several agents sent 
word regretting their inability to be present and 
expressing their hearty co-operation with the 


be the means of remedying many evils which 
now exist. The next meeting will be held in 
January 1899, at which time a delegate to the 
state convention at Columbus will be elected. 
One important result of the meeting was the 
action of the New Philadelphia agents present 
in taking the first step towards organizing a 
local board. Uhrichsville and Dennison agents 
will follow in this important work. Resolu- 
tions were adopted commending Superintendent 
Matthews for his recent decision. 


++ ++ 
BOGUS INSURANCE SCHEMERS. 

Deputy Superintendent of Insurance John P. 
Slemmons returned Saturday from Auburn, 
New York, where he was called as a witness in 
the case of the United States vs H. S. McFall 
for alleged violations of the postal laws. Mc- 
Fall, together with a man by the name of W. 
C. Lyttle, were operating a bogus insurance 
agency at Buffalo, under the firm name of W. 
C. Lyttle & Co. It came out in the testimony, 
in the United States District Court, that McFall 
did not want to use his own name, as he had 
previously had some trouble with the United 
States authorities, and did not want to be 
known. This firm represented the ‘Fire & 
Marine Insurance Company of Harper’s Ferry,”’ 
and the ‘Interior Fire Insurance Company of 
Martinsburg, W. Va.’’ The testimony given 
before the court proved that there never had 
been any such companies as these, and that 
persons who had lived in these towns for years 
had never heard of the persons alleged to have 
been officers of the companies. W. C. Lyttle, 
against whom there was also an indictment, 
turned state’s evidence and gave the whole 
thing away. The pair had their offices in 
Buffalo, and Lyttle states that he supposed the 
companies were all right, but further states 
that they were careful to do no business in the 
state of New York, nor did they do any business 
in the state of West Virginia. They tried to do 
business in other states, however, and of course 
pocketed all of the premiums. A loss under 
one of the bogus policies brought about the 
arrest of McFall and Lyttle. 

++ + 
JOHN RUNCK SHUT OUT. 

Some interest is being shown on the street in 
Cincinnati as to the outcome, if any, of the re- 
fusal of the Cincinnati board to admit John F. 
Runck to membership. Mr. Runck made appli- 
cation for membership, and at the regular meet- 
ing, about two weeks ago, which was not very 
well attended, the application was turned down. 
Not satisfied with this, Mr. Runck again made 
application. It was considered at a special 
meeting, where the attendance was better, and 
the majority against admitting him to member- 
ship was larger than on the former occasion. 
What interests the underwriters is to see whether 
the American of Philadelphia, John Runck’s 
company, will take this action as intended as 
an indignity to it. The board had no desire to 
thrust at the American through its agent. The 
matter was one between the board and Runck 
personally. The frequency with which board 
men have run against his peculiar methods has 
convinced some of them, at least, that he is the 
nearest approach to a chronic rebater that there 
is to be found in Cincinnati. The peculiar rela- 
tions that have existed between him and his 
brother, L. F. Runck, by which John got the 
blame for whatever irregularities were discov- 
ered in both agencies, have soured some of the 
board members on him to such an extent that 
they do not wish to be associated with him. If 
he is going to continue his old tactics, they 
would rather fight him outside than inside. 
John Runck has since announced his intention 
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| 
appreciation from the men if the week named | 


movement. Those present were quite enthusi- 
for him should outclass its notable predecessors. | 


of fighting the legality of the Cincinnati board. 
astic over the movement and thought it would 


His frothing will have no effect, as he will be 
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only trying to do what other disgruntled, and 
it might be said much smarter, agents have tried 
to do in various cities and on various occasions. 
As said in a recent issue, the Runcks are tarred 
with a dirty stick, and while they are now en- 
gaged in selling legitimate insurance, it seems 
that their old proclivities while undergrounders 
have not yet been squelched. It is felt their 
companies will find there is nothing to be made 
in having dealings with them no matter how 
alluring their propositions may be. 


HENRY O’KANE BACK IN HARNESS. 

Henry O’Kane of Columbus, who has been ill 
for some time past, is back at the office and has 
written his companies that he has sufficiently 
recovered his health to enable him to give per- 
sonal supervision to his business hereafter. 

++ ++ 
SALVAGE FOR THE SOLDIERS. 

A rather interesting revelation, resulting 
from the recent investigation, while having no 
importance from an insurance standpoint, was 
as to the disposition of the Dow-Snell salvage. 
Mr. Gans, of the Wrecking Agency, during the 
investigation called attention to the handsome 
prices realized on some of the goods, owing to 
the demand for them on account of the war. 
The supposition is, of course, that contractors 
bought the half-ruined stock and sold it to the | 
government for the use of the soldiers at Chat- 
tanooga and in the Cuban campaign. Who 
knows but what this damaged stock, part of 
which had lain in almost putrid water in Toledo 
for days, was partly the cause of the sickness 
and poor condition of United States soldiers ? 

++ ++ 
THE AKRON BOARD SUIT. 

Attorney General Monnett, in bringing suit 
against the Akron Underwriters’ Association, 
an incorporated body of local fire insurance 
agents, unconsciously played into the hands of 
the Ohio Association of Local Agents. This is 
just what the association has been trying to 
bring about since the last annual meeting at 
Put-in Bay, where it was decided it would be for 
the interests of local agents to have a test case 
made of the question whether agents have the 
right to conduct local boards and particularly 
whether they have the right to incorporate for 
that purpose. A committee having the mattter 
in charge was instructed to arrange for the test 
case. W. L. Alexander, of Canton, was made 
chairman of the committee and he has been 
giving the matter not a little attention recently. 
The plan was to incorporate some local board 
for the purpose, or if possible arrange with some 
board already incorporated. Either Toledo or 
Akron were considered eligible as both have ! 
been incorporated for some years. Mr. Alexan- 
der proposed, in case these boards objected, to 
incorporate the Canton local board. To the 
OHIO UNDERWRITER he said the only thing 
that prevented the Canton agents from incor- 
porating for this purpose was that the agents 
there were afraid the companies would miscon- 
strue their action, and think their past record in 
their board did not make it appropriate for them 
to take the initiative in a move of this kind. 
Insurance men generally are glad that Attorney 
General Monnett has sued the Akron board, as 
it hastens*matters, though on the other hand it 
is possible that the agents’ interests may be 
slightly injured by reason of Monnett being put 
in the light of forcing the issue. It is under- 
stood the Association of Local Agents will take 
active steps to arrange for the defense of the 
board system. 


++ 
SIMRALL DOES NOT DENY IT. 
The following appeared in the Chicago /n/er- 
Ocean of recent date: 
A. G. Simrall of Covington, who was reported | 


to be behind the conspiracy cases in Kentucky, 
says: 

‘“T notice in the /usurance Herald a quota- 
tion from your issue of November | concerning 
the position occupied by myself in reference to 
board matters in Kentucky. The information 
came in the nature of a suprise, for I little 
dreamed that I had become so potent a factor in 
insurance politics in the state of Kentucky. 
That I could dictate indictments at any point 
desired, notwithstanding I have little or no 
knowledge of the local situations, and none of 
the various state’s attorneys, was vesting in me 
an ability far beyond my merits. I have sought 
with diligence for a reason why I should work 
to procure indictments when those indictments 
might be brought against myself and lay me 
liable to a possible fine of $500 to $5,000, and at 
the same time seriously threaten interests I 
have for years been endeavoring to establish on 
a firm and substantial basis. No one had up to 
the date of your issue of November 1 intimated 
that I was ripe for an application of the writ 
‘de lunatico inquirendo,’ but since its publica- 
tion I have been assailed with some serious mis- 
givings on this subject. In the current year I 


visited Frankfort, with other agents, and killed | 


the obnoxious anti-compact bill without ex- 
pense to companies and without the assistance 
of specials. In fact, upon all occasions I have 
rendered aid to the companies in every way in 
my power, always reserving the right of criti- 
cism when I thought local or state interests de- 
served such.”’ 


W. H. Kees Resigns. 

CLEVELAND, O., Nov. 22.—The members of 
the Cleveland Board at their meeting to-day 
were treated to a genuine surprise, caused bya 
letter received from W. H. Kees, Manager of 
the Germania, who resigned from the board. 
This is the second time the Germania has done 
this, and it is, to say the least, very doubtful if 
it will have the snap it anticipates, and which 
it had when it was out the last time. Although 
the association rules require a thirty day 
notice on matters of this kind, those members 
at the meeting to-day, could not see the neces- 
sity of waiting, and the way the rules were 
suspended and the resignation accepted was a 
caution. The matter will receive proper atten- 
tion in due time. It is doubtful if an onslaught 
will be made on the business, but I do think 
that rates on the class of business the Germania 
caters to will be slightly reduced, which in any 
event will cause quite a reduction in premium 
income to that company. How long it can 
stand the pressure of lower rates, high salaried 
officials and high commissioned solicitors and 
agents, is only a matter of conjecture. 

At the various meetings held for the purpose 
of reorganization, and especially the one at 
which the committee brought in its report, it 
was evident from Mr. Kees’ remarks that the 
new constitution and by-laws were not at all 
satisfactory so far as he and his company were 
concerned. His continued expressions of dis- 
approval led to the belief that in case they were 
adopted, he would pull out. At these meetings 
it was suggested that if such a proceeding were 
indulged in, rates would undoubtedly be re- 
duced in order to bring him to time. When 
Mr. Kees learned this it is stated that he, to get 
even, was authorized to write large lines in the 
congested district below tariff rates and the ex- 
cess line would be taken care of at the home 
office. This would be a radical departure from 
the policy of the company, which has always 
made a great play for the so-called preferred 
class and has done everything its in power to 
strengthen its hold on that particular class of 
business. Whether Mr. Kees made his threat 
good or not is now on the program and the next 
fortnight will see interesting developments in 
this city. The outcome is awaited with much 
interest. 


Chicago May Increase Capital. 

It is said the Chicago Insurance Company is 
contemplating an increase in its capital. The 
company is operated by C. A. MacDonald & Co., 
the big marine agents of Chicago, and has a 
strong list of stockholders. 


GENERAL NOTES. 

Bamlet & Miller of Detroit have received the 
agency of the American of Maryland. 

Manager F. G. Voss of New York, of the 
Frankfort-American and Thuringia-American, 
has completed arrangements for 
Illinois. 

Frank H. Whitney, secretary of the Michigan 
at Detroit, has been appointed agent of the 
Manchester. Schulte & Snitgen of Detroit have 
received the Norwich Union. 


entering 


George W. Foreman of Bucyrus, formerly 
state manager of the Bankers’ Alliance, and 
later for the Chicago Guaranty Fund, is now 
connected with the Bankers of Iowa. 

J. H. Bellows of Toledo has disposed of the 
general agency of the Fidelity & Deposit Com- 
pany for northwestern Ohio to Kirschner, 
Wideman & Co., the well-known fire insurance 
agents. 

H. S. Richardson, who succeeded A. G. San- 
derson as special of the Continental in New 
York state, is an old Michigan man, having 
been a local agent at Kalamazoo. Previous to 
connecting with the Continental he was New 
York state special agent of the Norwood, which 
recently reinsured. 

J. Renchard & Co., of Detroit, life insurance 
agents, have decided to engage in fire insurance 
in connection with the life business. They be- 
came second agents of three of Geo. W. Chand- 
ler’s Weed & Kennedy companies. the Svea, 
Netherlands and Helvetia. Mr. Chandler stated 
that his companies would be represented but by 
two agents in Detroit. 


It is understood that Mr. J. P. Edmunds of 
Lansing, formerly special agent of the American 
of Philadelphia for Ohio, who resigned on the 
death of his father to return to Lansing and 
manage his father’s estate, has now purchased 
the agency of Charles L. Hecox, who moved to 
Columbus, Ohio, a few months ago to take the 
position with the American resigned by Mr. 
Edmunds. 

The only matter of any importance to occupy 
the Cleveland board at its semi-monthly meet- 
ing, was the charges brought against C. J. 
Swift & Co. for cutting rates, on which charges 
the firm, having been proven guilty, was fined 
$50. This is the second agency to suffer this 
penalty. The other offender, J. D. Morrow, 
was likewise fined and expelled from member- 
ship for non-payment of the fine. 


Conditions in Cleveland to all appearances 
are slightly improved and the insurance busi- 
ness seems to be on a better footing than for 
some time past. It may be that this is simply 
the calm before the storm, but all who are at all 
interested in the future of the business look for 
the improved condition to continue, so thatina 
short time, the city will again regain its former 
standard as an Al insurance town. 

ELLSWORTH —Jas. W. Ellsworth, manager of 
the Union Mutual Life at Cleveland, died at his 
home in that city on Sunday after an illness of 
two months. He was 57 years old and for 85 
years had been identified with Cleveland and its 
business interests. 

WITHERBEE. — An ungrounded report has 
gained some circulation that Sidney A. Wither- 
bee, special agent of the Phoenix of London 
for Michigan and Indiana, has resigned. Mr. 
Witherbee is still with the Phoenix and expects 
to remain with it. 
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OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Agents Appointed by Fire tnsurance Com- 
panies During the Past Two Weeks. 


Aetna—F. C. Cook, Milford; J. C. Smith, An- 
sonia; Geo. A. McHenry, Dayton; Atchley & 
Lochard, Williamsburg. 

Agricultural—W. B. Johnston, Elyria. 

Citizens, Mo.—Howells & Gill, Cleveland. 

Concordia—R. G. Runck, Cincinnati. 

Chicago—Geo. Brown, Zanesville. 

Franklin, Pa.—Joseph Heim, Cleveland. 

Fire Ass’n —- W. J. Geiger, Cleveland; Le Roy 
Parsons, Mansfield; Eaton & Bailey, Bluffton; 
H. J. Boehmer, Delphos. 


German Alliance—Frank A. Knapp, Bellevue; | © 


Fred’k C. Long, Xenia. 
German, Ind.—John Bain, Marion; J. C. Mc- 


Cracken, West Jefferson; W. A. Wallace, Chilli- | 


cothe; Wm. McComb, Jr., Lima; W. L. Evans, 
Wellston. 


German Amer.—W. N. Bowsher, Cridersville; 


I. N. Poling, Junction City (from John J. Gor- 


don); L. H. Ashley, Marengo; Edw. Voke, 
Rockford. 
Germania—Wm. Stelzer, Celina; J. Werner, 


Leipsic; Jas. A. Gibbs, Carey; R. P. Lockwood, 


Franklin. 

Greenwich—Edwin Bixby, Ironton; Lyons & 
Weber, Miamisburg; Emory F. Sawyer, Marys- 
ville; David E. Sites, Lancaster; Wm. W. Max- 
well, Sidney; Hugh H. Newell, Bellefontaine. 

Hartford—Creamer & Neff, Bellaire. 


Indemnity—Magly, Stiess & Mayer, Cincin- 


nati; F. Romer Peters, Hamilton. 
Imperial—Stever Bros., Defiance. 


Ins. Co. of State of I1l.—Waddell & Knapp, 


Marion; Locke & Brown, Bucyrus. 


Ins. Co. of N. A.—Elson W. Norman, Blan- 


chester; W. H. Sheldon, Belpre; Forbes & 
Evarts, Bedford; Owen Jenkins, Collinwood. 

International—H. B. Hull, Findlay. 

Lancashire 
E. M. Faulkner). 

Merchants—Campbell & Bowers, Piqua. 

Manchester—David Walker, Bellaire (from 
Creamer & Neff); Eaton & Bailey, Bluffton. 

Milwaukee—W. H. Armstrong, Ripley; Geo. 
J. Taylor, Niles; R. W. Pomroy, Elyria, C. F. 
Matteson, Youngstown; Brown 
Napoleon. 

National, Ct.—Neggle & King, New Madison. 

Niagara—Schnauffer & Heim, Cleveland. 

N. W. National -E. R. Kinney & Co., Cleve- 
land; Jas. T. McAninch, Cleveland; Nau & Wil- 
son, Cleveland. 

Northern—A. F. Gilbert, Farmersville; B. B. 
Putnam, Marietta. 

Orient—C. C. Cook, 
Marietta. 

Phoenix, Ct.—J. J. Miller, Spencerville. 

Phenix—B. Hendrickson, Medina. 

Pacific—E. W. Hill, East Liverpool. 

Royal—Howells & Gill, Cleveland: J. R. 
Rizer, Lynchburg; W. R. Walker, Batavia; B. 
Hendrickson, Medina (from F. O. Phillips). 

Royal Exchange—H. W. Doneyson, Free- 
mont. 

Saginaw Valley—Jesse L. Bright, Columbus; 
C. E. Edson, Middletown. 

Security—E. B. Appleman, Columbus. 

Thuringia American—J. H. Leiding, Cincin- 
nati; F. G. Peters, Hamilton; B. C. Coleman, 
Dayton; P. A. Kahle, Lima. 

Western Und.—F. W. Drake, Corning; Roeser 
& Sturgis, 
Wellston. 

Western, Ont.—Howells & Gill, Cleveland. 

Wisconsin—P. G. Runck, Cincinnati. 


Jellevue; B. B. Putnam, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


N. Y. Plate Glass—Terwilliger & Abernathy, 
Circleville; C. F. Talbot, Crestline; W. H. Dag- 
gett, Hamilton; T. K. Wilkins, Lima; Holden 
& Lowrey, Van Wert; Wm. L. Reed, Ports- 
mouth. y 

Ocean Acc. & Guar.—Lyman B. Cate, Toledo; 
Jay D. Kreisser, Toledo. 

Standard—A. E. Hutson, Bethel. 

U. S. Casualty—Romulus Rodgers, Circleville; 
Samuel E. Smith, Bellevue. 


Geo. R. McConnell, Troy (from 


& Cosgrove, 


Marietta; Jacobs & Cherrington, | 





MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 





Fire, Life and Casualty for the Past Two 
Weeks. 

Aachen & Munich—Frank M. Ackerman, 
Lansing. 

American, Md.—Bamlet & Miller, Detroit. 

American, Pa.—Wm. H. Reynolds, Hillsdale. 

Atlas—Edward A. Murphy, Flint; Wm. E. 
McKenzie, Owosso. 

Citizens, Mo.- Howard R. H. Williams, Char- 
lotte; Guy E, Stirling, Eaton Rapids; Edson C. 
Doolittle, Homer; Henry I. Allen, Schoolcraft. 

Concordia—Byron Befendorf, Fowlerville ; 
Dan. Gahagan, Hudson; Theo. Z. Eveland, 
Mendon; Frank A. Reynolds, White Pigeon ; 
Scott Waldo, Williamston. 

Fidelity & Casualty—T. E. Heeter, Albion ; 
W. M. Kellogg, Homer. 

Fire Ass’n—Wm. H. Kinsey, Grand Rapids. 

German American—Chauncey H. Rauch, Ply- 
mouth; Frank J. Hirt, Richmond; Hugh H. 
Hart, St. Clair. 

German, Pa.—Wm. A. Shaw, Grand Rapids ; 
Wim. Hanson, Monroe. 

Girard—Leroy C. Blood, Lansing. 

Helvetia—H. C. Renchard & Co., Detroit. 

Imperial—Edmunds & Co., Lansing. 


Indemnity—Geo. H. Knupp, Adrian; John R. 


Miner, Ann Arbor. 
State of Pa.—Chas. M. Thatcher, Escanaba. 
London—Chas. H. Linabury (from H. H. 
Thatcher), Pontiac. 
Lloyds Plate Glass—Chas. Sweet, Dowagiac. 


Man. & Mer., Pa.—Wm. A. Shaw, Grand 
Rapids. 
Manchester—Irving A. Dewey, Decatur; F. 


H. Whitney, Detroit; A. A. Garlock, Sebewa. 
Mass. Mntual Life—A. D. DeWitt, Dexter. 
National Surety Co.—Howard Green, Battle 

Creek ; Geo. L. Cornville, Tawas City. 
Netherlands—H. C. Renchard & Co., Detroit. 
Niagara—Wm. A. Haak, Belleville ; Fred. A. 

Parr Brown City; Jas. P. Edmunds, Lansing. 
Northern—H. W. Holmes, Holly. 


Norwich Union—Schulte & Snitgen, Detroit ; ' 


Chas. H. Winchester, Grand Rapids. 
Pacific—R. T. McNaughton, Jackson. 
Phoenix—Geo. H. Knupp (from J. R. Gilkey), 

Adrian. 


Provident Savings Life—Casper Snitgen, De- | 


troit. 
Rockford—E. A. 
Clark, Clare. 
Royal—Winfield S. Hanson, Hart. 
Springfield—J. P. Edmunds, Lansing. 
Sun—Robert A. Walmsley, Caro; Henry J. 
Milbourn, Eaton Rapids ; Will Hanson, Monroe. 
Svea— H. C. Renchard & Co., Detroit. 
Traders, N. Y.—W. H. Sinclair, Niles; Syl- 
vester Cole, Pontiac. 
Wisconsin—H. D Cameron, Ann Arbor; Wm. 
A. Bahlke, Alma; Edmund Hewitt, Ypsilanti. 


Frost, Armada; Chas. H. 


Ohio Life Appointments. 

The following are the life agency appoint- 
ments in Ohio sire last issue: 

Etna—J. H. Hughes, Prospect. 

Bankers, Ia.—Ide Frerichs, Cleveland (from 
Chicago Guar. Fund); Geo. W. Foreman, Bu- 
cyrus. 

Canada—J. H. Leiding, Cincinnati. 

Equitable, N. Y. 

Home—Watkins & Watkins, Defiance. 

Mutual, N. Y.—W. H. Barch, Cleveland. 


Irving lL. Daniels, Oberlin. 


Northwestern—J. H. Griswold, Elyria (from 


Equitable); F. C. Langley, Canton. 
Prov. Life & Trust—Jas. A. Kerr, Cincinnati. 
State Mut.—W. J. Wheeler, Cleveland. 
Union Mut.—Frank L. Thurber, Dayton. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION ACTS. 


The following is a copy of the letter sent No- | 


vember 9th by the National Association of Local 
Agents to all agency companies. Thus the 


action which has chiefly engrossed the associa- | 


tion for some time past is now taken. The re- 
sults will be far-reaching, aud it is felt that the 
association is now of enough importance so that 
the companies cannot afford to ignore it : 


The reported action of the Western Union at 
its last meeting at Niagara, and the resolutions 
adopted by the companies at their New York 
meeting September 20th, are gratifying evi- 
dences that both managers and companies are 
emphatically opposed to overhead writing. The 
plank suggested for the proposed organization 
or re-organization in New York, pledging its 
members to observe tariff rates on outside risks, 
is especially significant and important to local 
agents. When overhead writers adhere to tariff 
rates and quote tariff rules, overhead writing 
will cease. 

The attitude of the National Association of 
Local Fire Insurance Agents toward overhead 
writing has been clearly expressed and is well 
understood. For the purpose of exerting its in- 
fluence against this practice in a systematic and 
effective way, the association at its last meeting 
directed the preparing and publishing of an 
alphabetical list of those companies which are 
opposed to overhead writing in practice as well 
as in theory. When the list is issued every 
local agent in America will be urged by the as- 
sociation to ‘‘advertise, recommend, support 
and favor in all honorable ways, and by all 
possible means, companies whose names appear 
thereon, and who have thus expressed their 
willingness to respect and protect the business 
of their local agents.’’ 

In accordance with the instructions of the as- 
sociation the said list will include the names of 
the companies which advise the undersigned 
that hereafter they will not practice overhead 
writing either in the form of insurance written 
for property owners direct or in the form of re- 
insurance. It being understood that the writ- 
ing of ‘‘railroad schedules which include rolling 
stock’’ is not classed as overhead writing by this 
association. 

Sincerely hoping that you will wish the name 
of your company to appear on this roll of honor 
and that you will authorize us to publish it 
there, we are 

Respectfully yours, 
C. H. Woopwortha, Pres’?. 
A. H. Ropinson, Chatrm. Ex. Com. 
R. S. BRANNEN, Sec’y. 


WANTED. 


EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVES 


rok -——— 


The Old Phenix Mutual Life Insurance Company 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 








FOR THE FOLLOWING CITIES AND TOWNS IN 
WESTERN OHIO: 
Mansfield, Mt. Gilead, Marion, Kenton, Van Wert, 
Lima, Upper Sandusky, Bucyrus, Paulding, Ottawa, 


Findlay, Norwalk, Bowling Green, Napoleon, Deshler, 
Wauseon, Defiance, and Bryan. 


Strictly Up-to-Date in Agency and Policy Con- 
tracts. Record for Large Dividends. 


Address FOX & NIELSEN, Managers, 
412-413-414 Garfield Building, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


ORGANIZED 1850. CHARLES DEWEY, President. 


MEN OF CHARACTER AND ABILITY 


Who want to permanently connect them- 
selves with a Company whose DEALINGS 
and POLICY CONTRACTS create SAT- 
ISFIED POLICY=-HOLDERS, and whose 
RATES ARE LOWER and CASH VALUES 
LARGER than those of the Massachusetts 
and New York Companies, and whose COM- 
BINED ADVANTAGES challenge compar- 
ison with ALL OTHERS, might advance 
their own interests by applying for General, 
Special, or Local Agencies of the 


National Life Insurance Company of Vermont. 


OLMSTED BROS.., state Agents for Ohio and Indiana, 
Offices, No. 86 Superior St., CLEVELAND, 0. 
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wanted. 


The Thuringia-American Fire Ins. 
Co. of New York, is now prepared to 
consider applications from Responsible | 
Agents in Ohio. The plan of the Com- 
7 will be progressive and liberal. 

Address 
W. D. KELLOGG, Special Agent, 


Room 1, Moffat Bidg., 
Detroit, Mich. 





Wanted ama. 


The Insurance Company of the 
State of Illinois is prepared to con- 
sider applications from Responsible 
Agents in Ohio for Sole Representa- 
tion, on a Liberal Commission Basis. 


Address, 


GEORGE F. PENFIELD, Sec’y, 
Rockford, Ill. 


Wanted ~ WRITER desires to 


establish a news connection covering all 
parts of Ohio, Michigan, and West Virginia, 
not already arranged for. We particularly 
want general correspondents at Dayton, 








and Columbus, Ohio; Grand Rapids, Lans- | 
ing, Saginaw, and at some point in the | 


upper peninsula, Michigan, and uther points 


of minor importance. Liberal space rates 


paid. Address: Cincinnati. 





Good Insurance Men 


will be given Good Contracts to sell 
Insurance for the old PHCENIX [1UT- 
UAL LIFE in Southern Ohio and 
Kentucky, by addressing 


R. N. FRYER, Gen’l Agt., 
Cincinnati, O. or Louisville, Ky. 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE CO. 


Established 1847. 
AGENT WANTED FOR CINCINNATI. 
Liberal Contract to producer. 





Address APP & CARR, Managers for Ohio, 


CLEVELAND, 0. 





$24.00 per week for Accident | 


ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION. 


$6.00 per week for Sickness | 


ACCUMULATED FOR AGE. 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 


The OHIO UNDER- | 








The Provident t Savings Life life ialie menainaiaiete 


50 7 BUARANTEED ‘VIDEND! 


No estimate of future results! Every 


- figure guaranteed! Under the new Policy 
Two Specials and One General of the HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO. of 


Agent in Ohio, New York. Before making your Con- 
tract address 


With exclusive control and renewal 
Gentlemen of good standing W, A, R. BRUEHL & Co., Gen’ Managers 
will find this an opportunity to get OHIO AND SOUTHERN INDIANA, 

an unusually favorable field and con- Western Methodist Book Concern Building, CINCINNATI, 0. 


tract. 


Ww. A. RR. BRUEHL. J. H. MINDERMANN 


interest. 


J. H. ANTHONY, Manacer 
NORTHEASTERN On1!I0, 


c. F. McCORD, Gent Aat 


SOUTHWESTERN OnIo, 


Address in confidence, 


BOSWELL, BUCKLEY & CO., 
CINCINNATI. 


New ENGLAND BUILDING, Cincinnati, O 


CLEVELAND 


G_ HILLER, Seeciat Accent 


Cincinnati, O 


JOHN Hancock 
MuTuAL Lire Ins. Co. 


OF BOSTON, MASS. 
STEPHEN H. RHODES, PRESIDENT. 
ROLAND O. LAMB, SECRETARY. 


Its Policies are subject to provisions of the 
perfected Non-forfeiture law of Massachusetts, 
securing upon the face of each the endorsement 
of eash and paid-up value as part of the policy 


contract, 
Annual cash dividends, loan values, anda 
policy contract, plain, simple, positive, and un- 






pies Brrr S és 


excelled in liberality. 
rel Several good General Agencies with liberal 
—— ——eynren BLDG : 
renewal contracts in splendid territory are open to 


| {MAIN ST. Opp. POST OFFICE CINCINNATI 0. men of experience who want to settle permanently. 
For further particulars, address the Company at Bos- 
ton, or 
J.C. CAMPBELL, STATE AGENT, 


FOR OHIO AND WEST VA., 





























| . BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, 
ATI N , OHIO. 
CinciNNAL LMiLTo Mav TON, y, COLUMBUS, O 
Cincinnati Cincinnati 
To CHICAGO. To INDIANAPOLIS. 
VESTIBULED 
TRAINS. 
FINEST SLEEPERS 
IN THE WORLD. 
TAKE THE 

Cincinnati Cincinnati 
| To TOLEDO & DETROIT 











| To KANSAS CITY. 
scene cnabiideeninientiae 4 F. F. q e 


WASHINGTON, NEW YORK, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
AND THE EAST, 


| DREFERREDisin 


NEL SON J. LDWARDS v 


‘ut EAST THIRD ‘ST YCINC INNATI + 





Magnificent Scenery, Observation Cars, 
and Finest Cuisine. 





Stop en Route at one of Virginia’s Fa- 
| mous Resorts. 


NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


| 
| 
ESTABLISHED 1864, 





Local Agents in all Prominent Localities in the 
United States. | FOR INFORMATION ADDRESS 


Office: 100 William Street, New York. 
A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 


H. W. FULLER, c. B. RYAN, 
GEN. PASS. AGT., OR ASST. GEN. PASS. AGT., 
WASHINGTON 0D. Cc. CINCINNATI, O. 
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1851. 1s38s8. 


FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY BRO AW 


OF THE 


National Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI. 


GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. 


G. W POHLMAN, 
PRESIDENT. 


E. W. BURNET, 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


GERMAN 
Fire Insurance Company, 


OF WHEELING, W. VA. 





ORGANIZED IN 1867. 
OFFICERS: 
WM. F. STIFEL, President. F 


*, RIESTER, Secretary. 
ANTON REYMANN, Vice-Pres'’t. WM. GOERING, 


S. W. RICE, Special Agent. 





INCORPORATED IN 1847. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


INSURANCE | 
COMPANY... 


GROSS ASSETS, . . . . «. « $32,218,031.25 
SURPLUS, ... «+ « « 3, 944,876.60 


HE PENN is purely MUTUAL. 
mortality interest and expense 


. . 
Insurance is furnished at exact cost. Its factors— 
have all been highly favorable in this company. 

All policies are NON-FORFEITABLE for reserve value, the latter being applied to 
‘EXTENSION ** PAID-UP,”’ Its policies are free from techni- 
calities and become INCONTESTABLE for any cause after Two years. 


’ or to as may be desired. 





HARRY F. WEST, President. 
GEORGE K. JOHNSON, Vice-President. HENRY C. BRowN, Sec’y and Treas. 
JESSE J. BARKER, Actuary. JouN W. HAMER, Manager Loan Dep't. 


H. C. LIPPINCOTT, Manager of Agencies. H. H. HALLOWELL, Ass’t Sec’ y and Treas. 


J. W. IREDELL, JR., Gen’l Megr., Cincinnati. 
F. A. KENDALL, Gen’l Agent, Cleveland. 


The Prudential 


Ordinary and 





Profit-Sharing 
Life Insurance Policies. 


$50,000 to $15 


On Every ‘Approved Plan. 


: AGENTS WANTED. 
THE ‘PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 
Horme Office, NEWARK, N. J. 
HENRY BOHL. Supt. of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana. COLUMBUS. OHIO, ' 








SECRETARY. | 


Ass’t Sec’y. 


industrial 


18s8ss. 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY... 


OF NEW YORE. 


1s4o. 





ne Spkglen Khakh taeda indy Ai REGS <x4ke, Cae etal wae ene aap enka $280,318.00 
Ee casi dekag) <  chwkh hse eereeee cock a Hiabnsabeeeeunnnes . 200,000.00 
ae Siepncs ofeg6t opuatsabEeeRees 0.b8s 0gbeesaneeseewereceeen 58,037.00 


G. W. POHLMAN, General Agent 


FOR OHIO. 
No. 21 E. THIRD STREET, CINCINNATI, O. 


Cc. B. FUNSTON, Special Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 





1is54 1893s 


THE GERMAN 


Fire Insurance Company 
OF INDIANA. 


A Strong Western Company with an Honorable Record 
of Forty-four Years. 


Capital, . $100,000 Net Surplus, .. $219,303.97 


Operates Generally in Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois. 
An ‘“*AGENTS’’’ Company. 


THEODORE STEIN, President. THEODORE REYER, Treasurer. 
LORENZ SCHMIDT, Secretary. 


NELSON REID, Special Agent for Ohio, Columbus. 


THE AMERICAN FIRE company. 


COMPANY, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











CASH CAPITAL, - - - 8 500.000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all other claims, - = 1,513,076.99 
Surplus over all Liabilities, - - 542,301.63 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1898, $2,675,520.22 
rHOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


NELSON B. JONES, CHARLES L. HECOX, 
Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio. 


26TH 
ANNUAL 
STATEMENT. 


GERMAN AMERIGAN INSURANGE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 








—JANUARY 1, 1898. 

Stocks and Bonds--Par Value $5,599,209.00. Market Value.. . $6,969,603 00 

Cash in Banks and Office . . .. «$286,133 96 

Cash in hands of Agents and in course of collection . 494,981 10 

Accrued Interest not included in Market Values 10,981 06 

Real Estate owned by the Company . . 15,000 00 

Loans secured by mortgages on N. Y. City Real Estate. __ 58,000 00 865,096 12 
Total ASSOIS.... 2... cece cece ccc e cece ee ceeeceeee cee cecnemmecees $7. 834,699 12 
CAPITAL STOCK (Invested in U.S. Bonds) .... .... ....... . $1,000,000 00 


Reserve Fund for Unexpired Risks 


. 2,601,689 81 
Reserve Fund for Unsettled Losses...... 


302,614 43 


Reserve Fund for all other Claims.........  .... 2.2... ©. eeeeeeee 251,395 50 
at Ganpias Deyoud O11 TAGMEURISS, ...... 22... ccc ces -. cnicreeccccvccnces 3.678.999 38 
_ $7,834,699 12 





WILLIAM N. KREMER, vremees. 
LOUIS F. a Vice-President. CHARLES G. SMITH,, Secretary. 
OBERT L. KLUM, EDWIN M. CRAGIN, Asst. Secretaries. 





PACIFIC DEPARTMENT : 
San Francisco, Cal. 
GEORGE H. TYSON, Manager. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT: 
~~ i. 
EUGENE CARY, Mgr., ROGERS PORTER, Asst. Mgr. 





3.97 


irer. 


Mor. 
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M——_ AGENCIES ——< 


~ tw In all the Chief Cities, Towns and Villages 


YOUR PROPERTY 
IN THE 


PHOENIX 


7 Sbnbabeip tg 
COMPANY 


%, 
a) OF re) 
"Fora. Y 





WESTERN AND SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT, -~ - 


in the State. 


Race and George Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 


Established March, 1857. 


H. M. MAGILL, General Agent. 


THEO. F. SPEAR, Ass’t Gen’l Agent, 





STANDARD M UTUAL FIRE COMPANIES. 


~ Ohio Mutual _ 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF SALEM, OHIO. 


1877, - . - 
1898, - - - 


Assets April, 
Assets April, 


Does Exclusively an Agency Business. Agencies in all 
the Cities and Principal Towns of Ohio. 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 


J. R. VERNON, Secretary. 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: N.S. Reed, J. C. Larwill, H. R. Smith, J. W. Jenner, G. A. Clugston, 
H.C. Hedges, W. W.Cockley, A.C.Cummins, J. A. Rigby. 


Assets, $1,600,000.00. 


H. R. SMITH, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 





1s4scs. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 





regee? HALF-A-CENTURY 


Shows that its members have obtained 


RELIABLE INSURANCE, 
SOUND INDEMNITY. 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 








LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID. 
W. R. ROSS, Pres. WILSON f BALDWIN, Sec’y. JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’! Agt. 


H.W. PRICE, 


$50,000 | 
$750,000 | 


| 
| 


| 


CHARTERED 1851. | 


Central Manufacturers 


| Total Cash Assets $99,379. 


isos. 


Thirty-Fourth Semi-Annual Financial Statement 


OF THE 


_ Manufacturers’ and Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


GEO. B. KELLEY, 
VICE-PRESIDENT. 


F. F. WORMWOOD, 
TREASURER 


GEO. W. CARSE, 


PRESIDENT. SECRETARY 


JULY 1, 1, 1898. 
ASSETS. LIABILITIES. 
Cash $ 72,088 81 Interest Outstanding Scrip. $ 180 00 
. : ai ati ia Losses in Process of Adjustment 15,015 88 
Contingent. ' 377,977 OO Re-Insurance Reserve, ) per 
: cent. of Premiums 34,548 49 
——s $449,666 41 Surplus above all Liabilities 399,022 04 


Net Cash Surplus, $22,344.69. $149,660 41 


Losses paid since organizé ation $757,899 69 
Scrip Dividend paid since organization. 8,952 84 
Cash Dividend paid since organization. 92,234 28 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. 


Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE 





Mutual 


Insurance Co. 
VAIN WERT, OHIO. 
Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Net Cash Surplus $54,523. 


H. V. OLNEY, President. F. W. PURMORT, Secretary. 


__ TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. _ 


The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


| J. W. WAGNER, President. 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


OF MANSFIELD, O 


Total Available Assets $484,650.58. 
Net Cash Surplus $12,909.61 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio, 
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The Best Tiny 
e Bes ip) oAf2h 
le Y 

Policies, Ceeidon Joh, 6A 1 g Commissions, 


OF NEW YORK. 






The Best 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SEc’y, 


256 and 257 Broadway, - NEw YorRK. 
ASSETS, over BSG00,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, 275,000 


—_—__—THE-—— 


MUTUAL LIFE. 


INCORPORATED, 


Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAVID MERIWETHER, Treas. 


Home Office, ~ - Louisville, Ky. 


a I EOE BOI 56865 Sis ols Shi a 040. SS vdda de hoa Maen $2,7 03,032 12 
Surplus, 4 per cemt... 66... cee ieee eee e eee ee eee eens 253,871 60 
Surplus, 4% per cent. Sree eer Tere 418,871 60 
Total Death Claims and E ndowments Paid. ...... 2,785,793 64 


INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY 


$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt 
and approval of proot of death. 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbel/ Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, - CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
c. F. WHIPPLE, General Agent, 715 The Cuyahoga, Cleveland. 


The WILLIATIS TYPEWRITER. 
New No. 2, for 1898. 





Visible Writing. Extreme 

Direct Inking. Durability. 
Best Work. Ball-Bearing 
Key-Board Lock. Carriage. 
Easy Touch. Phenomenal Speed. 


Permanent Alignment. 
Superior Manifolding. 


PART PAYMENT. 


wanted in unoccupied territory. 


of other makes for sale; also sup- 
plies. 


EDWIN A. HARDIN & CO. 


SOLE DEALERS, 





MENTION THIS PAPER. 


Maryland Casualty Company, 


BALTIMORE. 


CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00. SURPLUS, $708,426.95. 


Writes desirable contracts covering 


Employers’ Liability, Workmen’s game 
Public and Landlord’s Liability, Teams, 
Individual Accident, Plate Glass, Elevator, . '{ INSURANCE 
Automatic Sprinkler, and Steam Boiler... 
THE HIGHEST GRADE AND MOST THOROUGH SYSTEM 

OF INSPECTIONS GUARANTEED ELEVATOR 

AND STEAM BOILER POLICY-HOLDERS ... 
The only ‘‘NON-COMPACT”’ Company in Ohio and West Virginia. 


PRODUCINC ACENTS WANTED. 


BROWN & WATSON, General Agents Ohio and West Virginia, 
908 New England Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


OLD MACHINES TAKEN IN | 


Fullcatalogue onapplication. Agents | 


409 Walnut St., Cincinnati, Ohio. | 








| ae. 1867. Members’ Safety Fund 
| $1,000,000. 


HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
“Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, ete. 





E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
| makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 


Western and Southern 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 








-PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - - 


$100.000.00. 


FRANK CALDWELL, President. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


lncoull GOOD LIVE AGENTS ‘WANTED. 


Mutual Reserve Fund 
~-—_Life Association. 


| FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, President. 


Mutual Reserve Building, NEW YORK CITY. 





° 





We havea fewsecond-hand machines | 


| New business received in 1897, over $71,000,000. 
| Cash income during 1897, over $6,000,000. 

| Death Claims paid since organization, over $33,000,000. 
| 


WANTED 


Confidential Executive Representative. Must be a 
man of experience in higher life insurance work and 
of unquestioned integrity. 





ADDRESS, 


ANDREW M. SWEENEY, 
State Life Insurance Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 








Tot 


7) 





